Jesus as the Sun of Justice. It seemed quite
logical, therefore, that as Christianity begun to
dominate the religious scene in the Roman Em-
pire, the date of the ‘new-born sun’ should be
chosen as the birthdate of Christ. Apparently, it
bothers some people that the date for Christmas
hasitsrootsinapaganfeast. Bethat asitmay, it's
the best explanation we have for the choice of
Dec. 25to celebrate the birth of Jesus.” (The New
Question Box, p. 28-29).

This December observance originated with
pagansasafeast day to their sun-god, Mithra. It
was changed into a “christian holy day” by the
Roman Catholic Church.

Don’t you think we need to observe the
birth of Christ? People often ask this question,
but | usually ask thisinreturn, “Why shouldwe?’
2 Peter 1:3 tells us that God has given us “al
things that pertain to life and godliness.” Every-
thing | need to know of areligiousnature hasbeen
revealed in the Bible. 1 Peter 4:11 says that if |
speak, | must speak “as the oracles of God.” If
God would have wanted usto observe thebirth of
Christ, he most assuredly would have told us!

How should | remember Jesus? God has
|eft three memorialsto Christ—all of which point
to His death and resurrection.

First, water baptism reminds us of the dezth,
burial and resurrection of Jesus (Romans 6:3-4).

Second, the Lord’s supper is a constant re-
minder of His death. As we partake of the
unleavened bread and the fruit of the vine, we
“proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes’ (1
Corinthians 11:26).

Third, our worship on the Lord's day, the
first day of the week, reminds us of Hisresurrec-
tion (Matthew 28:1; Acts20:7; Revelation 1:10).

God does not want His Son remembered asa
baby lying in a manger, but as the suffering
Saviour and now resurrected Redeemer. [

© 2001 David Padfield
www.padfield.com

“For there is born to you this day
in the city of David a Savior, who
is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:1T1)
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Should | Celebrate Christmas?

Around the first of November you can see
billboards which tell us to “Put Christ back into
Christmas.” People everywhere claim Christmas
is too commercialized and say that we are over-
looking the real meaning of Christmas. Some
preachers will ask, “What are you going to give
Christ on His birthday?’ Maost churches will
organize Christmasplays, cantatas, and programs.

Since Christmas is recognized by most
people as areligious Holy Day, it would be good
for us to study its meaning. Considering Christ-
mas hasthe word Christinit, it should have some
connectionwiththeLord. If thereisaconnection
withtheLord, weshouldbeabletoturntothe New
Testament and read of this observance. However,
upon acareful examination, wefail tofindasingle
reference to this day in the word of God.

When did men first start observing this
special day? Toanswer thisquestion, we haveto
go outside the New Testament. Historianstell us
it was nearly three centuries after the death of
Christ before a day was set aside for a special
observancefor Hisbirth. “Christmas wasfor the
first time celebrated in Rome in 354, in Con-
stantinoplein 379, andin Antioch in 388.” (Com-
mentary on the Gospel of Luke, Norval
Geldenhuys, p. 102). A well known preacher
during this time mentioned the late origin of
Christmas. “Chrysostom, in aChristmas sermon,
A.D. 386, says, ‘ Itisnot tenyearssincethisday was
clearly knownto us...”” (Unger Bible Dictionary,
p. 196). “Christmas was not among the earliest
festival sof thechurch, and beforethefifth century
there was no general consensus of opinion as to

when it should come in the calendar, whether
January 6th, March 25th, or December 25th.”
(Encyclopedia Britannica, Vol. 5, p. 641).

When was Jesusborn? It comes asashock
to many individualsthat the Bible does not tell us
when Christ was born; but we are reasonably
certain He was not born in December.

Nearly everyone remembers reading about
the appearance of an angel to the shepherds. In
Luke 2:8 we read, “Now there were in the same
country shepherdsliving out inthefields, keeping
watch over their flock by night.” Thisrulesoutthe
birth of Christ as a winter event. “According to
this statement, Jesus cannot have been born in
December, inthemiddleof therainy season, ashas
been sincethefourth century supposed ... Accord-
ing to the Rabbins, the driving forth of the flocks
took place in March, the bringing in of them in
November...” (Critical and Exegetical Handbook
ToTheGospelsof MarkandLuke, H.A.W. Meyer,
p. 273).

Adam Clarkemakesthisobservation: “Itwas
a custom among the Jews to send out their sheep
to the deserts, about the Passover, and bring them
home at the commencement of the first rain;
during the time they were out, the shepherds
watched them night and day. As the Passover
occurred in the spring, and the first rain began
early inthe month of Marchesvan, which answers
to our part of October and November, wefind that
the sheep were kept out in the open county during
thewhole of the summer. And asthese shepherds
had not yet brought home their flocks, it is a
presumptive argument that October had not yet

commenced, and that, consequently, our Lord was
not bornonthetwenty-fifth of December, whenno
flocks were out in the fields.” (Adam Clarke's
Commentary, p. 857).

What about the three wisemen? In every
city across Americayou can see the famous “ na-
tivity scene” with the shepherds, Mary and Jo-
seph, baby Jesus and the “three wise men.” | do
not know how many wisementherewere, but | am
certain they were never at the manger! Matthew
tells uswhen they found Jesusthey went “into the
house” (Matthew 2:1-11). No mention ismadeof
the manger. “They cameto Jerusalem after Jesus
had been presented in the temple, and taken back
to Bethlehem, and, therefore, when the infant
Jesus was more then forty days old. They must
have come at least forty days before the death of
Herod, for he spent the last forty daysof hislifeat
Jericho and the baths of Callirrhoe; the wise men
found him still at Jerusalem. Jesus must, there-
fore, have been at least eighty days old when
Herod died.” (The Fourfold Gospel, JW. McGar-
vey, pp. 42-43).

Who decided to make December 25 the
birthday of Christ? This credit goes to the
Roman Catholic Church. They explainitlikethis:
“Numerous theories have been put forward
through the last 2,000 yearsto explain Dec. 25 as
ChristmasDay. Themostlikely one, however, the
one most generally accepted by scholars now, is
that the birth of Christ was assigned to the date of
the winter solstice. This date is Dec. 21 in our
calendar, but was Dec. 25 in the Julian calendar
which predated our own ... The solstice, when
daysbegintolengtheninthenorthern hemisphere,
was referred to by pagans as the ‘ Birthday of the
Unconguered Sun’. During thethird century, the
Emperor Aurelian proclaimed Dec. 25 asaspecial
day dedicated to the sun-god, whose cult wasvery
strongin Romeat that time. Even beforethistime,
Christian writers aready had begun to refer to
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