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(IIHFWLYH�&KULVWLDQ�&URVV�&XOWXUDO�&RPPXQLFDWLRQ�
Many Christians, ministers and churches today, seem blissfully unaware that in order 
to effectively share the Gospel it is essential to employ principles of cross-cultural 
communication. Christians comprise a cultural grouping that is distinctively different 
from all other people-groups. In order to effectively communicate with any, or all 
non-Christians, there must be a keen awareness of cultural distinctions and a 
knowledgeable and determined effort to supersede such barriers. 
 
Effective communication is like the building of bridges, structures that link two 
otherwise separated groups, affording communication, understanding and co-
operation. Unfortunately, instead of building bridges of communication, many 
Christians seem intent upon building walls of separation that effectively divide them 
from all other communities. 
 
This article is basically about pulling down such walls and using the materials to build 
bridges. It represents a heart plea to the Christian world to recognise those walls that 
restrict our communication with the peoples of this world whom Jesus came to “Seek 
and to Save.” It also seeks to encourage every Christian to get into the bridge building 
business, reaching across the traditional cultural divides and touching other people’s 
lives for Christ. 
 
As in every area of Christian life and activity, Jesus Himself is our primary role 
model. His personal contact with a variety of men and women inevitably reveals His 
consciousness of the need for sensitive cross - cultural communication. Whenever He 
speaks to anyone outside the circle of His disciples, He tends to speak in parables. 
Earthly stories from everyday life that convey spiritual truths in a manner that is 
easily understood by His audience. 
 
We Christians must also understand that every time we endeavour to communicate 
effectively with persons outside our “Christian cultural group” it inevitably requires a 
measure of cross-cultural skill. The life style initiated by our Christian Faith and 
commitment has placed us into a unique cultural grouping, clearly distinct from all 
non-Christian, or pre-Christian groups. We view life from a totally different 
perspective. We subconsciously often adopt a new language, - “Christianese,” a 
dialect that sounds extremely mysterious with its coded inferences, to the uninitiated 
ear. We tend to live mostly within a closed circuit community, isolated and insulated 
from the outside world. I sincerely trust that this teaching will make us all more 
keenly aware of those religious and cultural distinctives that tend to separate us from 
our fellow man. May it better enable us to effectively communicate with all men 
everywhere.  
 

Gerald Rowlands. D.Min. 
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&KDSWHU�2QH�
:DOOV�2U�%ULGJHV"�

� (YHU\�&KULVWLDQ�OHDGHU�LV�LQ�WKH�´%XLOGLQJ�,QGXVWU\�µ�7KH\�DUH�HLWKHU�EXLOGLQJ�%ULGJHV�RU�:DOOV��0DNH�VXUH�WKDW�\RX�DUH�D�%5,'*(�%8,/'(5��
 

%ULGJHV�3URYLGH�$FFHVV�7R�2WKHUZLVH�,QDFFHVVLEOH�&RPPXQLWLHV�
Cross-cultural communication is like the building of a bridge from one community to 
another. It is the bridging of enormous gaps that separate a people group from its 
neighbours. It is a way of providing viable access from one ethnic identity to another.  
 
Jesus Himself is the greatest bridge builder of all time. He successfully bridged the 
otherwise eternal gap between God and mankind. He forged a redemptive link 
between Divinity and humanity. He bridged the yawning chasm between Heaven and 
earth. 
 
Unfortunately, instead of seeking to emulate Him, many churches and believers seem 
intent on building walls of separation rather than bridges of reconciliation. Many 
others completely ignore the necessity of cross-cultural awareness and remained 
blissfully isolated from effective contact with the world outside. 
�
�6RPH�2I�7KH�:DOOV�:H�%XLOG�
There are many walls that divide the people’s of our world. Some of them are 
politically legitimate, e.g. the walls of nationality and citizenship which divide the 
citizens of one country from another. These are walls that can be bridged by use of the 
proper means, such as visitors and residents visas etc. 
�

But there are other walls and divisions that are built through ignorance and prejudice. 
These are the walls of pride, prejudice, ignorance, and resentment which are often 
fostered between persons of different race, colour, religion, tribe or ethnic identity. 
Such walls tend to divide, separate, create misunderstanding, mistrust and fear. 
�

Walls are foreboding and threatening. They deter others from any serious thought of 
entry. They have a negative impact upon the possibilities of relationships. 
�

These walls should never exist amongst the people of God. They certainly should 
never exist amongst true Christians, neither between themselves, nor between them 
and their fellow men. Jesus did not allow anything to separate Him from humanity. 
Neither religion, creed, race or social station. 
�
�7KH�,QIDPRXV�%HUOLQ�:DOO�
Probably the most notorious wall in history, that typifies the manner in which walls 
can separate and divide men from their brothers, is the wall that once separated East 
and West Berlin. 
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�

Erected by the Communist East German government in 1961, it successfully divided 
this famous German city for decades. It was built to restrict East Berliners from 
travelling to the West. When it was first built it divided many families, creating great 
heartache, misery and misunderstanding. It clearly typified the kind of barriers that 
men can forge to keep them separate one from another. How great was the rejoicing 
when the wall finally came down in 1989, and brothers were able to find each other 
again. 
 
Although this wall was the most obvious and blatant one, there are many similar walls 
dividing men today. Though most are invisible, they nevertheless divide the world as 
effectively as did the Berlin wall. I refer to the walls of cultural, racial, political and 
religious prejudice that stand between communities today. 
 :DOOV�VHSDUDWH��LVRODWH��GLYLGH��FUHDWH�PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJ��

PLVWUXVW��IHDU��GLVFULPLQDWLRQ��DQG�SHUVHFXWLRQ��
�

They are built out of ignorance, pride, prejudice, self righteousness, resentment and 
sin. 
�
�6RPH�2I�7KH�:DOOV�7KDW�,VRODWH�7KH�&KXUFK�)URP�7KH�0DVVHV�
���� 6HOI�5LJKWHRXVQHVV�
� ,VD������

´%XW�ZH�DUH�DOO�OLNH�DQ�XQFOHDQ�WKLQJ��DQG�DOO�RXU�ULJKWHRXVQHVVHV�DUH�OLNH�ILOWK\�UDJV��ZH�DOO�IDGH�DV�D�OHDI��DQG�RXU�LQLTXLWLHV��OLNH�WKH�ZLQG��KDYH�WDNHQ�XV�DZD\�µ��1.-�
� 3KLO�����´DQG�EH�IRXQG�LQ�+LP��QRW�KDYLQJ�P\�RZQ�ULJKWHRXVQHVV��ZKLFK�LV�IURP�WKH�ODZ��EXW�WKDW�ZKLFK�LV�WKURXJK�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW��WKH�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�ZKLFK�LV�IURP�*RG�E\�IDLWK�µ��1.-��
� 5RP������´)RU�WKH\�EHLQJ�LJQRUDQW�RI�*RG
V�ULJKWHRXVQHVV��DQG�VHHNLQJ�WR�HVWDEOLVK�WKHLU�RZQ�ULJKWHRXVQHVV��KDYH�QRW�VXEPLWWHG�WR�WKH�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�RI�*RG�µ��1.-��

7KH�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�RI�&KULVW�+LPVHOI�LV�LPSXWHG�WR�HYHU\�WUXH�EHOLHYHU�DQG�WKLV�DORQH�DVVXUHV�KLV� OHJDO�VWDQGLQJ�ZLWK�*RG��8QIRUWXQDWHO\�� OLNH� WKH�*DODWLDQV�� �*DO���������PDQ\�EHOLHYHUV�UHYHUW� IURP� WKH�6SLULW�� WR� WKH� IOHVK� DQG� VHHN� WR� HVWDEOLVK� WKHLU�RZQ�ULJKWHRXVQHVV� WKURXJK�UHOLJLRXV� ZRUNV� DQG� JRRG� GHHGV�� 7KLV� WHQGV� WR� PDNH� WKRVH� EHOLHYHUV� VHOI�ULJKWHRXV�� DQG�UHOLJLRXV�OHJDOLVWV���7KLV�IRUP�RI�&KULVWLDQ�UHOLJLRQ�LV�DV�REQR[LRXV�WR�*RG�DV�LW�LV�DEKRUUHQW�WR�QRQ�EHOLHYHUV��,W�FUHDWHV� ZDOOV� RI� UHOLJLRXV� SULGH�� VHOI� ULJKWHRXVQHVV�� DQG� K\SRFULV\� WKDW� VWDQG� WDOO� DQG�IRUHERGLQJ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�FKXUFK�DQG�QRQ�&KULVWLDQV���6XFK�SHUVRQV�IUHTXHQWO\�KDYH�D�´KROLHU�WKDQ�\RXµ�VXSHULRU�DWWLWXGH�WKDW�MXGJHV�DOO�RWKHUV�DV�LQIHULRU� WR� WKHPVHOYHV�� ,W� WHQGV� WR�PDNH� WKHP� DSSHDU� DV� D� UHOLJLRXV� HOLWH� ZKR� ORRN� ZLWK�MXGJPHQWDO�GLVGDLQ�RQ�DOO�EXW�WKHLU�RZQ�NLQG���
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��� 5HOLJLRXV�(OLWLVP�
7RR�PDQ\�&KULVWLDQV�DQG�FKXUFKHV�SHUFHLYH�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�EH�DQ�HOLWH�FRPSDQ\�LQ�WKH�HDUWK��)URP�*RG·V�SHUVSHFWLYH�WKLV� LV� WUXH��EXW� LQ�WKH�H\HV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�ZH�DUH�DOO�WRR�IUHTXHQWO\�VHHQ�WR�EH�YHU\�KXPDQ��YXOQHUDEOH�DQG�VHOI�VDWLVILHG��0XFK�RI�RXU�SHUVSHFWLYH�LV�IRUPHG��QRW�E\�LPSXWHG�ULJKWHRXVQHVV��EXW�E\�VHOILVK�UHOLJLRXV�SULGH��7RR�RIWHQ�WKH�ZRUOG·V�SHUFHSWLRQ�RI�XV�LV�RI�´GR�JRRGHUVµ�DQG�XQIRUWXQDWHO\�WKHUH�DUH�PDQ\�YDOLG�UHDVRQV�ZK\�WKLV�PD\�EH�VR��

 :H� QHHG� WR� FRQVWDQWO\� EHDU� LQ� PLQG� WKDW� DOO� WKDW� ZH� KDYH� RI� JRGOLQHVV� DQG� HVVHQWLDO�JRRGQHVV��LV�RI�*RG·V�JUDFH�DQG�PHUF\��$�K\PQ�ZULWHU�RQFH�VDLG����
 ´1RXJKW�KDYH�,�JRWWHQ��EXW�ZKDW�,�UHFHLYHG��

*UDFH�KDV�EHVWRZHG�LW�VLQFH�,�KDYH�EHOLHYHG�µ�
���� $QWLTXDWHG�5HOLJLRXV�7UDGLWLRQV�

7R�ZDON�LQWR�PDQ\�FKXUFKHV�LV�OLNH�VWHSSLQJ�EDFN�LQWR�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��RU�ZRUVH��6RPHKRZ�WKH� LGHD� KDV� HYROYHG� WKDW� ROG� LV� EHWWHU� WKDQ� QHZ�� KLVWRULF� LV� EHWWHU� WKDQ�PRGHUQ�� DQG� WKH�DUFKDLF�LV�EHWWHU�WKDQ�WKH�FRQWHPSRUDU\��7KH�VW\OH�RI�ZRUVKLS�DQG�OLWXUJ\�RI�PDQ\�FKXUFKHV�UHPDLQV�ODUJHO\�DV�LW�ZDV�LQ�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�DQG�WKH\�KDYH�DSSDUHQWO\�FRQYLQFHG�WKHPVHOYHV�WKDW�WKLV�LV�PRUH�VDFUHG�DQG�UHYHUHQW�WKDQ�DQ\�FRQWHPSRUDU\�PRGHO�FRXOG�EH���0RGHUQ�PLQGHG�SHUVRQV�� DERXW� WR� VWHS� LQWR� WKH� FRPSXWHU� GULYHQ���VW� FHQWXU\��PXVW� IHHO�WKH\� KDYH� VWHSSHG� LQWR� D� WLPH� ZDUS�ZKHQ� WKH\� HQWHU� PDQ\� SODFHV� RI� &KULVWLDQ� ZRUVKLS��(YHU\WKLQJ�LV�FRQGXFWHG�LQ�WKH�IRUPDO�PDQQHU�RI�DQ�DJH�ORQJ�JRQH�E\��7KH�DUFKLWHFWXUH�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ��WKH�UHOLJLRXV�GUHVV�RI�WKH�SULHVWV��WKH�PXVLFDO�LQVWUXPHQWV�XVHG��DQG�WKH�JHQHUDO�IRUPDW�RI�WKH�VHUYLFH��DOO�LGHQWLI\�ZLWK�ORQJ�SDVW�JHQHUDWLRQV�DQG�SHUFHSWLRQV���,Q�HQGHDYRXULQJ�WR�PDLQWDLQ�WKH�´WUDGLWLRQV�UHFHLYHG�IURP�WKHLU�IDWKHU·V�µ�WKH�FKXUFK�DW�ODUJH�KDV�EHFRPH�PLUHG�LQ�WKH�KLVWRULF�SDVW�DQG�IDLOHG�WR�NHHS�LQ�VWHS�ZLWK�LWV�RZQ�JHQHUDWLRQ��,Q�GRLQJ�VR��WKH�FKXUFK�KDV�EXLOW�D�FRPSOHWHO\�XQQHFHVVDU\�ZDOO�RI�PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKDW�RXU�PRGHUQ�JHQHUDWLRQ�FDQQRW��RU�GR�QRW�ZLVK�WR�SHQHWUDWH������ 1RQ�&RQWHPSRUDU\�)RUPDWV�
,I�D�PRGHUQ�EXVLQHVV�FRUSRUDWLRQ�LQVLVWHG�RQ�UHWDLQLQJ�DQ���WK�FHQWXU\�PDUNHWLQJ�PHWKRG��WKDW�EXVLQHVV�ZRXOG�UDSLGO\�EHFRPH�LQVROYHQW��7R�HIIHFWLYHO\�FRPPXQLFDWH�ZH�PXVW�HPSOR\�WKH�ODQJXDJH�DQG�SHUFHSWLRQV�WKDW�RXU�WDUJHW�DXGLHQFH�XQGHUVWDQGV��:H�PXVW�FRPPXQLFDWH�ZLWK� WKHP�DW� D� OHYHO� WKH\�FOHDUO\�XQGHUVWDQG� LQ� D�PDQQHU�ZKLFK�JUDEV� WKHLU� DWWHQWLRQ��:H�FDQQRW� XVH� WKH�PHWKRGV� RI� JHQHUDWLRQV� SDVW� WR� DUUHVW� WKH� DWWHQWLRQ� RI� RXU� FRQWHPSRUDU\�JHQHUDWLRQ������ ,QWURVSHFWLRQ�$QG�6HOI�,QWHUHVW�
0DQ\� FKXUFKHV� KDYH� EHFRPH� LQEUHG� LQ� WKHLU� SHUFHSWLRQV� DQG� DWWLWXGHV�� 7KH\� KDYH� JURZQ�LQWR� LQWURVSHFWLRQ�� EHFRPLQJ� LVRODWHG� DQG� LQVXODWHG� IURP� WKHLU� FRQWHPSRUDULHV�� &KXUFK�EXLOGLQJV�KDYH�RIWHQ�EHFRPH� LYRU\� WRZHUV�� VSOHQGLG� LQ� LVRODWLRQ��0DQ\�RI� WKHP�VWDQG� OLNH�ZKLWH� HOHSKDQWV� RQ� WKH�GHVHUWHG� VWUHHWV� RI�PDLQ�WRZQ��ZHVWHUQ�ZRUOG��7KH�EXLOGLQJV� KDYH�EHFRPH�SULVRQV�ZKHUH�WKH�*RVSHO�LV�SURFODLPHG�HDFK�ZHHN�WR�D�FDSWLYH��DOUHDG\�FRQYLQFHG��DXGLHQFH������� 'HHS�'LYLVLRQV�
7KH�IUDJPHQWHG�DQG�VSOLQWHUHG�FRQGLWLRQ�RI� WKH�FKXUFK�� LWV�GLYLVLRQV�DQG�DQLPRVLWLHV�KDYH�EHHQ� D� UHDO� GHWHUUHQW� WR�PDQ\� WKLQNLQJ� SHRSOH�� 7KH\� VWDQG� DPD]HG� WKDW� &KULVWLDQV�� ZKR�SURIHVV�WR�ORYH�RQH�DQRWKHU��DUH�VR�GLYLGHG���
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�7KH�ZDOOV�RI�GRFWULQH�DQG�GHQRPLQDWLRQDOLVP�WKDW�KDYH�IUDJPHQWHG�WKH�%RG\�RI�&KULVW��KDYH�DOVR�GHWHUUHG�PDQ\�VLQFHUH�VHHNHUV�IURP�ORRNLQJ�WR�WKH�FKXUFK�IRU�DQ�DQVZHU��-HVXV�JDYH�WRS�SULRULW\�WR�XQLW\�DV�D�PHDQV�RI�FRQYLQFLQJ�WKH�ZRUOG�WKDW�*RG�KDG�WUXO\�VHQW�+LP���-RKQ�������´7KDW�WKH\�DOO�PD\�EH�RQH��DV�WKRX��)DWKHU��DUW�LQ�PH��DQG�,�LQ�WKHH��WKDW�WKH\�DOVR�PD\�EH�RQH�LQ�XV��WKDW�WKH�ZRUOG�PD\�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKRX�KDVW�VHQW�PH�µ��.-9��
��� 1RQ�6WUDWHJLF�'RFWULQHV�

2QH� IDFWRU� WKDW� KDV� GLYLGHG� WKH� %RG\� RI� &KULVW� PRUH� WKDQ� DQ\� RWKHU�� LV� WKH� WHQDFLRXV�DGKHUHQFH�WR�QRQ�VWUDWHJLF�GRFWULQHV���7KH�ZRUG�GRFWULQH�RFFXUV�LQ�WKH�PLOLWDU\�YRFDEXODU\�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�WKHRORJLFDO��$�GRFWULQH�LQ�WKDW�VHWWLQJ�LV�´DQ�RIILFLDO�JRYHUQPHQW�SROLF\�RU�VWUDWHJ\�µ�KHQFH�D�GRFWULQH�RI�ZDU��:LWKLQ�WKLV�XVDJH�ZH�KHDU�RI�´VWUDWHJLF�SROLFLHV��DQG�QRQ�VWUDWHJLF�SROLFLHV�µ��6WUDWHJLF�SROLF\�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�HVVHQWLDO�� LQGLVSHQVDEOH�DVSHFWV�RI�D�SODQ��WKDW�DUH�HVVHQWLDO�WR�DFKLHYLQJ� D� YLFWRU\�� 7KHUH� DUH� XVXDOO\� QRQ�VWUDWHJLF� SROLFLHV� WRR� WKDW� DUH� QRW� DEVROXWHO\�HVVHQWLDO�WR�WKH�VXFFHVVIXO�RXWFRPH�RI�D�EDWWOH����2EYLRXVO\�WKH�VWUDWHJLF�SROLFLHV�DUH�WKH�PRUH�LPSRUWDQW�E\�IDU��DQG�VKRXOG�DQ\�QRQ�VWUDWHJLF�FRQFHSWV� LQ� DQ\�ZD\� WKUHDWHQ� WR� KLQGHU� WKH� IXOILOPHQW� RI� D� VWUDWHJLF� RQH�� WKH� OHVVHU�PXVW�DOZD\V�JLYH�ZD\�WR�WKH�JUHDWHU���,Q� D� VLPLODU� PDQQHU� WKHUH� DUH� VWUDWHJLF� DQG� QRQ�VWUDWHJLF� ELEOLFDO� GRFWULQHV�� 6WUDWHJLF�GRFWULQHV� DUH� LPSHUDWLYH� DQG� HVVHQWLDO�� 7KH\� FDQQRW� EH� QHJRWLDWHG� QRU� FRPSURPLVHG��:H�VRPHWLPHV�FDOO�WKHVH��´WKH�IXQGDPHQWDOV�RI�RXU�)DLWK�µ�7KH\�DUH�DOVR�WKH�SLOODUV�RI�RXU�)DLWK��ZLWKRXW� ZKLFK� RXU� ZKROH� FDQRS\� RI� )DLWK� ZRXOG� FROODSVH�� 7KHVH� LQFOXGH� WKH� WUXWKV� WKDW�HQXQFLDWH� WKH� H[LVWHQFH� RI�*RG�� WKH�GLYLQLW\� RI�&KULVW�� WKH� HIILFDF\�RI�&KULVW·V� EORRG�� WKH�LQHUUDQF\�RI�WKH�VFULSWXUHV��HWF���:H� DUH� DOO� UHVSRQVLEOH� WR� GLVFHUQ� WKH� VWUDWHJLF� YDOXH� RI� FHUWDLQ� GRFWULQHV�� )RU� H[DPSOH��FHUWDLQ� WUXWKV� FRQFHUQLQJ� WKH� %RG\� RI� &KULVW� DUH� LPSHUDWLYH� DQG� QRQ�QHJRWLDEOH�� )RU�LQVWDQFH��-HVXV�SUD\HG���-RKQ�����������0\�SUD\HU�LV�QRW�IRU�WKHP�DORQH��,�SUD\�DOVR�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�ZLOO�EHOLHYH�LQ�PH�WKURXJK�WKHLU�PHVVDJH��WKDW�DOO�RI�WKHP�PD\�EH�RQH��)DWKHU��MXVW�DV�\RX�DUH�LQ�PH�DQG�,�DP�LQ�\RX��0D\�WKH\�DOVR�EH�LQ�XV�VR�WKDW�WKH�ZRUOG�PD\�EHOLHYH�WKDW�\RX�KDYH�VHQW�PH�,�KDYH�JLYHQ�WKHP�WKH�JORU\�WKDW�\RX�JDYH�PH��WKDW�WKH\�PD\�EH�RQH�DV�ZH�DUH�RQH��,�LQ�WKHP�DQG�\RX�LQ�PH��0D\�WKH\�EH�EURXJKW�WR�FRPSOHWH�XQLW\�WR�OHW�WKH�ZRUOG�NQRZ�WKDW�\RX�VHQW�PH�DQG�KDYH�ORYHG�WKHP�HYHQ�DV�\RX�KDYH�ORYHG�PH�µ��1,9��
7KLV�LV�D�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�+LJK�3ULHVWO\�SUD\HU�RI�-HVXV��+H�HDUQHVWO\�SUD\HG�WKDW�WKRVH�ZKRP�WKH�)DWKHU�KDG�JLYHQ�+LP��WKH�UHGHHPHG��WKH�%RG\�RI�&KULVW��VKRXOG�EH�21(��HYHQ�DV���LQ�WKH�VDPH�PDQQHU�DV��WKH�)DWKHU��6RQ��DQG�+RO\�6SLULW�DUH�RQH��LQ�RUGHU�WKDW�WKH�ZRUOG�PD\�EHOLHYH�WKDW�*RG�KDV�WUXO\�VHQW�+LP���1RZ�WKLV�XQLW\�RI� WKH�%RG\�RI�EHOLHYHUV� LV� D� VWUDWHJLF� WUXWK�� LPSHUDWLYH� WR� WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�*RG�� WKDW� WKH� ZRUOG� PD\� EHOLHYH� WKDW� -HVXV� LV� WKH� 0HVVLDK�� WKH� 6DYLRXU� RI� WKH� ZRUOG��7KHUHIRUH��DQ\�´GRFWULQHµ�ZH�PD\�HVSRXVH��WKDW�KLQGHUV�WKH�IXOILOPHQW�RI�D�VWUDWHJ\�HVVHQWLDO�WR� YLFWRU\�� LV� D� QRQ�VWUDWHJLF�� GLVSHQVDEOH� GRFWULQH�� ,I� RQH·V� LQVLVWHQFH� LQ� SURPRWLQJ� DQG�SURSDJDWLQJ�VXFK�D�GRFWULQH��GLYLGHV�WKH�%RG\�RI�&KULVW��UHQGHULQJ�LW�LQFDSDEOH�RI�IXOILOOLQJ�*RG·V� UHGHPSWLYH�SXUSRVH�� WKHQ� WKDW�SHUVRQ� LV�PDMRULQJ�RQ�PLQRU�PDWWHUV�DQG�QHJOHFWLQJ�WKH�PDMRU�VWUDWHJLF�LVVXHV�RI�LPSRUWDQFH��
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�-HVXV� HDUQHVWO\� SUD\HG� WKDW� ZH� DOO� PD\� EH� 21(�� 7KHUHIRUH� DQ\� GRFWULQH� WKDW� IUXVWUDWHV��KLQGHUV�� RU� QHJDWHV� WKDW� RQHQHVV� LV� UHEHOOLRQ� DJDLQVW� -HVXV�� $Q\� RIIHQGHU� VKRXOG� UHSHQW��UHQRXQFH�WKHLU�VHOILVK�LQVLVWHQFH�DQG�PDNH�HYHU\�HIIRUW�WR�DVVLVW�WKH�XQLWLQJ�RI�&KULVW·V�%RG\��WKH�&KXUFK���7KHUH� DUH�PDQ\� RWKHU� ZDOOV� WKDW� WKH� &KXUFK� KDV� EXLOW� WKDW� LVRODWH� KHU� DQG� URE� KHU� RI� D�SRZHUIXO�LPSDFW�RQ�VRFLHW\��2K�WKDW�ZH�PLJKW�VHH�WKHVH�ZDOOV�WRUQ�GRZQ�DQG�EULGJHV�EXLOW�LQ�WKHLU�SODFH��:H�QHHG�D�EDWWDOLRQ�RI�VSLULWXDO�HQJLQHHUV�WR�GLVPDQWOH�WKH�ROG�ZDOOV�RI�UHOLJLRXV�SUHMXGLFH�DQG�EXLOG�VRPH�QHZ�EULGJHV�RI�ORYH��FRPSDVVLRQ��LGHQWLILFDWLRQ�DQG�VHUYLFH��,I�ZH�WHDU� GRZQ� WKH� ZDOOV� DQG� EXLOG� DV� PDQ\� EULGJHV� DV� ZH� KDG� ZDOOV�� WKH� ZRUOG� FRXOG� EH�HYDQJHOLVHG�LQ�D�UHODWLYHO\�EULHI�WLPH��-HVXV�SUHGLFWHG�WKDW�ZKHQ�WKH�ZRUOG�VDZ�RXU�XQLW\�WKH\�ZRXOG� EHOLHYH� WKDW� *RG� KDG� WUXO\� VHQW� +LP�� /HW·V� GHPROLVK� WKH� ZDOOV� DQG� EXLOG� EULGJHV�LQVWHDG���

%5,'*(6�2)�5(&21&,/,$7,21�
7KH�IXQFWLRQV�RI�EULGJHV�DUH�GLVWLQFWO\�FRQWUDVWLQJ�WR�WKRVH�RI�ZDOOV��
 

:$//6� %5,'*(6�
Separate Connect 
Isolate Integrate 
Divide Unite 
Cause misunderstandings Afford comprehension &UHDWH�IHDUV� Foster friendship 

7+(�&21&(37�2)�$�%5,'*(�35(6(176�6(9(5$/�+(/3)8/�,0$*(6�
 ��� 6SDQQLQJ�$�&KDVP�2U�*XOI�

0DNLQJ�LW�SRVVLEOH�IRU�WZR�SUHYLRXVO\�LVRODWHG�SHUVRQV�RU�FRPPXQLWLHV�WR�JDLQ�DFFHVV�WR�HDFK�RWKHU��
 ��� 3URYLGLQJ�2SSRUWXQLWLHV�)RU�5HFRQFLOLDWLRQ�

7KHUH�LV�IDU�WRR�PXFK�HVWUDQJHPHQW�LQ�RXU�ZRUOG��1DWLRQV�DUH�HVWUDQJHG�IURP�RQH�DQRWKHU��7ULEHV�DUH�HVWUDQJHG�WKURXJK�LQWHU�WULEDO�KRVWLOLWLHV��)DPLOLHV�DUH�EURNHQ�DQG�GLYLGHG��7KHUH�LV�D�WUHPHQGRXV�QHHG�IRU�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�HYHU\ZKHUH��7KH�&KXUFK�VKRXOG�FHUWDLQO\�QRW�DGG�WR�WKHVH�KRVWLOLWLHV���7KH�SULPH�UHDVRQ�IRU� WKHVH�HVWUDQJHPHQWV� LV�PDQ·V�HVWUDQJHPHQW�IURP�*RG��2QFH�WKDW� LV�UHFWLILHG��RWKHU�HVWUDQJHPHQWV�FDQ�EH�KHDOHG������ 3URYLGLQJ�$�&URVVLQJ�3RLQW�
$ EULGJH� LQGLFDWHV� WKH� RSSRUWXQLW\� IRU� D� SHUVRQ� WR� FURVV� D� JUHDW� JXOI� IURP� RQH� VWDWH� WR�DQRWKHU� DOWRJHWKHU� GLIIHUHQW� SRVLWLRQ�� )URP� LPSULVRQPHQW� WR� IUHHGRP�� )URP� XQEHOLHI� WR�IDLWK��)URP�*RGOHVV�OLYLQJ��WR�*RG�ILOOHG�OLYLQJ��)URP�HVWUDQJHPHQW�WR�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ���
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��� 0DNHV�5HFLSURFDO�$UUDQJHPHQWV�3RVVLEOH�
2QFH� LQLWLDO�FRQWDFW�KDV�EHHQ�PDGH��RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DUH�SUHVHQWHG�IRU�UHFLSURFDO�DJUHHPHQWV�DQG�PXWXDO�DLG�� �$�EULGJH�RIIHUV�WZR�ZD\�IXQFWLRQV��5HFLSURFLW\� LV�DQ�LQWHU�UHODWHGQHVV�IRU�PXWXDO�EHQHILW���7KH� H[FKDQJH� RI� VRPHWKLQJ� EHWZHHQ� SHRSOH�� RU� JURXSV� RI� SHRSOH��ZKHQ� HDFK� SHUVRQ� RU�JURXS�JLYHV�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�WKH�RWKHU���3UD\HU�LV�VXFK�D�EULGJH�E\�ZKLFK�ZH�JLYH�WR�*RG�SUDLVH�DQG�SHWLWLRQV�DQG�+H�UHVSRQGV�ZLWK�JUDFLRXV� DQVZHUV� WR� WKRVH�SUD\HUV��5HSHQWDQFH� DQG� UHVWLWXWLRQ�PD\� DOVR�EXLOG� D� EULGJH�RI�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ��)RUJLYHQHVV�DQG�PHUF\�IRUP�EULGJHV�RI�UHQHZHG�UHODWLRQVKLS��

�
�%5,'*(6�2)�&20081,&$7,21�
Numerous materials are necessary to the building of bridges. These may vary greatly 
depending upon the location and environment in which they are built. Primitive 
bridges may be built from logs, ropes, plaited vines etc.  
More sophisticated and substantial bridges may be built from concrete, steel, and 
bricks. Regardless of the materials used, those bridges usually serve the same 
purposes. 
 
In the area of cross-cultural communications, particularly in the matter of 
communicating the Gospel to those outside the Kingdom, what are some of the 
materials we might use? 
�
�$Q�8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�2I�7KH�7LPHV�
In order to effectively communicate with our contemporary world, we must 
understand the significance of current perceptions. We cannot expect to live in the 
past and influence the present. One of the tribes of Israel had a special function in this 
regard. 
 
1 Chr 12:32 ´PHQ�RI�,VVDFKDU��ZKR�XQGHUVWRRG�WKH�WLPHV�DQG�NQHZ�ZKDW�,VUDHO�VKRXOG�GR�������FKLHIV��ZLWK�DOO�WKHLU�UHODWLYHV�XQGHU�WKHLU�FRPPDQG�µ��1,9��
They were effective in their service for God and Israel because of two things. 
�

a) They understood their times. 
b) They knew what Israel (God’s people) ought to do in those times. 

 
Too many Christians have the idea that to be contemporary is to be carnal. Many 
church groups have ingested the idea that to be old fashioned is more spiritual than to 
be modern minded. The tactics of too many churches are inane because they are old 
fashioned, archaic and obsolete. 
 
The perception that many non-Christians have of Christian activity is of elderly 
ladies, quietly listening to an old man dressed in black, preaching a dreary, irrelevant 
sermon in obsolete King James language. Their perception of Christian worship is a 
darkly dressed group of arch conservative people, singing sixteenth century words to 
an ancient tune, accompanied by an old pipe organ. 
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An idea prevails amongst many Christians and church groups that all modern music is 
inspired by Satan. They imagine that modern musical instruments are the tools of 
Satan. They foolishly imagine that true spirituality is retaining all the old religious 
traditions. Such thinking is akin to the erection of walls that unnecessarily separate 
them from the contemporary world. 
 
Jesus said that the children of this world are frequently wiser (shrewder, more 
practical in their perceptions) than are the children of the Kingdom. 
 
Luke 16:8 ´$QG�KLV�ORUG�FRPPHQGHG�WKH�XQULJKWHRXV�VWHZDUG�EHFDXVH�KH�KDG�GRQH�ZLVHO\��IRU�WKH�VRQV�RI�WKLV�ZRUOG�DUH�IRU�WKHLU�RZQ�JHQHUDWLRQ�ZLVHU�WKDQ�WKH�VRQV�RI�WKH�OLJKW���$69��
�
�7KH�(UD�2I�3RVW�0RGHUQLVP�
The contemporary Western world, including those nations influenced by the West, are 
mostly living in the post-modern culture era. Until the 1930’s these nations were 
greatly influenced by modernistic, (enlightened ?) thought. It was a period when men 
worshipped science, believing that it held all the answers and solutions for the world’s 
progress and betterment. Since then the people has become gravely disillusioned with 
this concept since men have generally used scientific discovery to destroy life rather 
than to preserve and improve it.  
�
�0RGHUQLVP�,QYDGHG�&KULVWHQGRP�
Modernism also invaded the world of Christendom too, and it became popular to exalt 
“scientific thought” against belief in the truth of the Bible. Modernist preachers 
denounced the miracles of the Bible, introducing pseudo scientific explanations for 
the “apparent miracles.”  
 
The response of the fundamental Christian scholars lay in an appeal to the science of 
apologetics, in which a person writes or speaks in a reasoned defence of a belief or 
cause. The teaching of apologetics has infinitely strengthened the Bible believing 
position of fundamental Christians, providing a reasoned reply to modernism. 
 
However, the era of modernism has been largely superseded by post-modernism, in 
which people tend not to ask, “Is it verifiably true?,” but “Does it work, and what 
good will it do me?” Their interest is not so much in substantiated truth, but in 
experiential encounters. Post-modernism argues that experience is more important 
than intellectualism. To the post-modernist, truth is no longer an absolute, but a 
variable, depending on who, when and where that “truth” is perceived. To them, truth 
is individual and personal, therefore truth is experience, i.e. if you have experienced 
it, then you know it is true. Such thinking gave rise to the philosophy,  “If it feels 
good, do it,” a perception that opened doors to all kinds of extreme behaviour and 
licentiousness. 
�
�7KH�5LVLQJ�,QWHUHVW�,Q�6SLULWXDOLW\�
Post modernism also birthed dissatisfaction with materialism and a fresh search for 
spiritual enlightenment and experience. The idea was revived that true satisfaction and 
fulfilment lay not in things material, but in things spiritual. Thousands turned to 
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Eastern religions, trekking through Asia, adopting gurus, experimenting with drugs, 
and engaging in meditation. A New Age was born in religious perception, as millions 
of people embraced new toys of supposed spiritual experience. Crystals, beads, 
aromatherapy, relaxation music and a host of other gimmicks have become big 
business in the Western world. 
�
�7KH�3RZHU�2I�3HUVRQDO�7HVWLPRQ\�
The post-modernist, who is experience oriented, is often eager to hear the personal 
experience of a Christian. When a person’s first hand experience is recounted there 
are often certain factors that are very hard to deny. It is an excellent idea to write out 
one’s testimony in order to familiarise yourself with important aspects of it. It can 
then be delivered more convincingly with particular emphasis on aspects that may be 
especially interesting to the other person. This is particularly true when the 
background of both persons is somewhat similar. When the Christian witness can say, 
“Mine was a similar experience. I went through that particular problem. This is what 
Christ meant to me in that same situation.” 
 

:KDW�6KRXOG�7KH�&KXUFK�'R"�
The church must firstly recognise the reality of post-modernistic thought. Whether we 
approve or not, it is here, and it is dominating the thoughts and actions of millions of 
people. 
 
Secondly we ought to realise that it indicates a great hunger for spiritual experience 
and reality. A hunger that the church generally is not catering to. The contemporary 
church has largely abandoned spiritual experience in favour of intellectual rationale. 
Christianity has largely become a religion of the intellect, rather than an experience of 
the heart. Whilst millions are hungry for spiritual experience, many churches are still 
advocating an intellectual appreciation. 
 
True Christianity is infinitely more than the intellectual acceptance of certain historic 
happenings. It is far more then a religious philosophy to which we give mental assent. 
Christianity is a personal, spiritual, life changing experience that happens in response 
to a commitment to God, by faith in Jesus Christ’s atoning work for mankind.  
 
So our God given task is not to introduce people to the church as an institution, but to 
bring them to a faith encounter with the living Christ. They need more than a doctrine 
in which to believe, they need a living, personal Saviour to live within them. 
 /RRNLQJ�)RU�2SHQLQJV�
Although most cultures surround and imprison their the subjects, if we look carefully 
we can discover entry points through which we can gain access into the lives of its 
peoples. Though many cultures are like prison strongholds, all of them have 
vulnerable points through which one can gain entrance if the right tactics are 
employed. 
 
If we carefully observe the culture of those people we wish to reach, we can usually 
discover a means of entry to them. These do not eventuate through criticising various 
aspects of the culture, pointing out its weaknesses and flaws. They do not open up 
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under the pressure of a direct attack upon them. They usually give way to the patient, 
persistent, sensitive and loving probing of someone who genuinely wishes to 
understand and help those persons.  
 
Frontal attacks rarely gain access, we need to employ the art of surrounding the target 
with genuine, unconditional love. The most resistant heart may eventually give way to 
gentle insistence, accompanied by faithful prayer and intercession. 
 

&RQWH[WXDOLVLQJ�7KH�*RVSHO�
To contextualise something is to clothe it in a garb appropriate to the society to which 
it is presented. To present something in a manner that is acceptable to the 
circumstances, setting, and environment of the situation. 
 
The Apostle Paul was obviously extremely conscious of the wisdom of doing this, 
viz. 
 
1 Cor 9:19 -23. ´7KRXJK�,�DP�IUHH�DQG�EHORQJ�WR�QR�PDQ��,�PDNH�P\VHOI�D�VODYH�WR�HYHU\RQH��WR�ZLQ�DV�PDQ\�DV�SRVVLEOH��7R�WKH�-HZV�,�EHFDPH�OLNH�D�-HZ��WR�ZLQ�WKH�-HZV��7R�WKRVH�XQGHU�WKH�ODZ�,�EHFDPH�OLNH�RQH�XQGHU�WKH�ODZ��WKRXJK�, P\VHOI�DP�QRW�XQGHU�WKH�ODZ���VR�DV�WR�ZLQ�WKRVH�XQGHU�WKH�ODZ��7R�WKRVH�QRW�KDYLQJ�WKH�ODZ�,�EHFDPH�OLNH�RQH�QRW�KDYLQJ�WKH�ODZ��WKRXJK�,�DP�QRW�IUHH�IURP�*RG
V�ODZ�EXW�DP�XQGHU�&KULVW
V�ODZ���VR�DV�WR�ZLQ�WKRVH�QRW�KDYLQJ�WKH�ODZ��7R�WKH�ZHDN�,�EHFDPH�ZHDN��WR�ZLQ�WKH�ZHDN��,�KDYH�EHFRPH�DOO�WKLQJV�WR�DOO�PHQ�VR�WKDW�E\�DOO�SRVVLEOH�PHDQV�,�PLJKW�VDYH�VRPH��, GR�DOO�WKLV�IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI�WKH�JRVSHO��WKDW�,�PD\�VKDUH�LQ�LWV�EOHVVLQJV�µ��1,9��
�
�7KH�/RYH�2I�&KULVW�0RWLYDWHG�+LP�
2 Cor 5:14 
“For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and 
therefore all died.” (NIV) 

7KH�$XWKRULVHG�YHUVLRQ�VD\V��
2 Cor 5:14. 
“The Love of Christ constrains -“Sunecho” us.” The word means absorbs, compels, 
motivates me.  
 
Paul’s realisation that “Christ died for ALL” completely absorbed his interest and 
attention. It captivated, compelled and motivated him to go to any length, suffer any 
inconvenience, adopt any measure, that by some means he might win ALL to Christ. 
 
For example, the Gospel should be presented to Jewish persons in a manner that is 
inoffensive to the ethics of Judaism. The Christian message does not deny the Torah 
(Law) or the Tenaach, (Jewish Bible) it amplifies and fulfils them. Jesus Himself was 
an observant Jew. We could confess to a Jewish person our appreciation for Jesus the 
Jew, and tell them how much we Christians owe to the Jewish people. Our spiritual 
inheritance comes through them. 
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Rom 9:4-5 ´WKH�SHRSOH�RI�,VUDHO��7KHLUV�LV�WKH�DGRSWLRQ�DV�VRQV��WKHLUV�WKH�GLYLQH�JORU\��WKH�FRYHQDQWV��WKH�UHFHLYLQJ�RI�WKH�ODZ��WKH�WHPSOH�ZRUVKLS�DQG�WKH�SURPLVHV��´7KHLUV�DUH� WKH�SDWULDUFKV��DQG� IURP�WKHP�LV� WUDFHG�WKH�KXPDQ�DQFHVWU\�RI�&KULVW��ZKR�LV�*RG�RYHU�DOO�� IRUHYHU�SUDLVHG��$PHQ�µ��1,9��
When we endeavour to effectively communicate with a Muslim person, we should 
carefully avoid anything that is offensive to a Muslim. Nothing would be gained from 
launching an attack upon Islam, pointing out its errors and fallacies, even if we were 
able to do so. It is so possible to win an argument and lose a contact and opportunity. 
Much is gained from reaching out in friendship and love. 
 
Unfortunately, many missionary efforts have been initiated in the West and have been 
contextualised with Western trappings that have been presented as “Christian.” It has 
therefore appeared that Christianity is a white man’s, Western religion. It has also 
been further perceived that in order to become a true Christian one must almost 
inevitably adopt Western culture. Such a concept is far from the truth. The Gospel of 
Jesus Christ is for all men everywhere. It is international and cosmic in its application. 
It is abundantly possible for a person to become a bona fide Christian without 
renouncing or forsaking their nationality identity or native culture, except for those 
issues that evolve from false religious ideology. 
�
�(PSKDVLVH�&RPSDULVRQV��1RW�&RQWUDVWV�
Obviously there are considerable contrasts between various cultural emphases, 
ideologies and religions, but there are also many similarities. If we initially emphasise 
the dissimilarities we run the risk of alienating ourselves from the community we 
desire to influence. But if we are able to compare the similarities and discover ways in 
which to commend the other person’s perspective, we build a bridge of mutual esteem 
that we are able to use for further contact, dialogue and relationship building. 
 
If we are witnessing to a person of another Faith, e.g. a Jew, Muslim, or Buddhist, 
there are obviously numerous aspects of their belief system with which we could not 
agree. Nevertheless, if we approach them with the right attitude, there are also 
numerous things for which we may sincerely commend them too. e.g. 
 

1) The person’s sincerity. 
2) Their commitment. 

3) Their search for truth. 
4) Their moral and ethical standards. 

 
There are also various things we may favourably compare with our Christian beliefs. 
By doing so we establish some common ground. We see each other as fellow pilgrims 
with some similar purposes. When we look favourably upon our contact, he is more 
inclined to be open to us. 
 
All of these considerations are intended to build the initial bridge of communication. 
Opportunities to discover each other. To establish mutual respect. To build mutual 
credibility. To convey the sincerity of our motive in making contact with this person. 
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They are all initial stages in a process that will ultimately enable us to share Christ 
with them. 
 
Every person, regardless of race, religion or culture, is a fellow human being with 
personal needs and aspirations that only Christ can meet. Every person has a God 
shaped vacuum in their life that only Christ can adequately fill. If we initially 
approach this person with genuine interest and concern, we can win the opportunity to 
speak into their life. By sharing your personal experience of how you came to know 
God, receive the assurance of His forgiveness, experience His eternal peace, you can 
create an envy within them. A desire to encounter what you have experienced, to have 
what you possess. 
�
�8QGHUVWDQG�7KH�0XOWLSOH�(PSKDVHV�2I�3RVW�0RGHUQLVP�
Since the post-modernist does not believe that truth is absolute, he may conceive that 
there are numerous emphases, religions and philosophies, each of which is true to 
some degree. Their perception is that all religions lead to God. To emphatically claim 
initially that there is only one true “Faith” may be unacceptable to his perception and 
may cause unnecessary argument and contention. Every person on earth is, to a large 
degree, a product of their culture, nurture and environment.  In a sense they are 
“captives” of their cultural and religious heritage.  Quite often what they know is all 
they know. Consequently they will naturally defend and justify their cultural identity.  
For a relative stranger to criticise and negate their culture is usually to initiate some 
measure of hostility and misunderstanding.  This is certainly not conducive to positive 
or productive dialogue. It certainly will not help in establishing a good relationship. 
 
It is far better to demonstrate the unconditional love of Christ than to preach about it!  
It is better to initially build a relationship and affinity. Perhaps even finding some way 
to sincerely commend them and their belief system, and then proceed to the claim that 
Jesus is THE way, the truth, and the life.  In doing this one can begin by affirming the 
person irrespective of their culture or religion. This can often be assisted by 
demonstrating some concept of respect and admiration for the person’s culture etc. 
 
I have always been grateful that soon after our arrival in Southern Africa I was able to 
be-friend a (then) young African preacher.  We were then living in an area in which 
many missionaries lived.  I was very shocked one day when my preacher friend 
remarked that “he could count on one hand the number of missionaries he knew who 
truly loved the African people.”  Initially I argued with him protesting that all the 
missionaries had made great sacrifices to be in Africa, leaving friends, loved one’s 
and their home countries in order to become missionaries. I asked my friend, “By 
what criteria do you make such a claim?”  His reply was, “By the degree by which the 
missionary recognises and respects the validity of our African culture.”  His 
observation was that too many missionaries remained “Westernised”, obviously 
believing that Western Culture is in every way advanced and superior.  African 
culture was only seen to be inferior and therefore all Christians should become 
Westernised.  He illustrated this by showing me how widely the cultures vary in many 
aspects and how that many sincere missionaries were totally oblivious of those 
differences.  He showed me how easy it is to unconsciously offend a person of 
another culture by ignoring or rejecting certain values of one’s culture. 
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Once such an offence occurs it may be difficult or even impossible to build a true 
relationship with that person. 
 
The basic lessons I learned from my African friend have since helped me in many 
other regions of the world.  For example, most Asian people feel the same about their 
culture. However, they are slow to make this known.  They may smile at you 
outwardly yet inwardly be offended by thoughtless words or actions that convey a 
lack of real interest and true respect for their native culture.  Ambassadors should 
make a real effort to become acquainted with the cultural implications of their 
associates.  Even the smallest signs of respect for another’s culture are respected and 
appreciated. Learning how to greet people in the language and style of their own 
culture is one small yet immensely helpful indication of respect. Eating local foods in 
the local manner and observing local customs is yet another small way. 
 
I was once teaching at a Christian leadership seminar in a predominantly Buddhist 
nation. During the tea break, between sessions, I slipped out of the hall for a breath of 
fresh air. I was immediately approached by a fine looking, intelligent, well dressed 
young man. “Excuse me sir,” he said, “Do you speak English? If so, may I talk with 
you to practice my English?” 
 
I discovered that he was a university student and that English was one of his subjects. 
We spoke generally for some time, establishing a measure of rapport. I then asked 
him about his religious beliefs and he told me what I already suspected, that he was a 
Buddhist. I then began to commend him for the sincerity with which he embraced his 
faith. I also mentioned that I have studied the tenets of Buddhism and felt there were 
many aspects that were good. However, I went on to say that although Buddhism 
afforded much self help in terms of ethical thought and belief, it did not include the 
required emphasis to bring the intervention of God into a life threatening situation. 
 
I then mentioned something of the authority of the name of Jesus and suggested that 
he needed to remember this name in case he reached one of life’s extremities when he 
really need help beyond the natural. I shared my testimony about numerous times 
when I had called out to God in the name of Jesus and asked him if he would do 
likewise should such a situation arise. He sincerely assured me that he would! My 
next suggestion was that since he intended to do this when he needed help, why not 
do it now and be prepared before such trouble might arise? After some consideration 
he said that he would like to do that. We stood together, on the pavement of a busy 
Asian city street, while he prayed a prayer for salvation in the name of Jesus. he left 
me with a decided glow on his face and a wide smile. The whole exercise had taken 
approximately twenty minutes. I am not suggesting that he was “born again,” or 
dramatically converted from Buddhism to Christianity in those few minutes, but I am 
encouraged by the thought that he heard the Christian message in a manner that was 
very understandable and convincing to him. The sensitive manner in which it was 
presented served as a demonstration of the love of which I spoke. The seed was well 
sown and gladly received. He experienced a brief encounter with the Holy Spirit. A 
word from God entered his spirit and the Holy Spirit has something to work on within 
Him. 
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&KDSWHU�7ZR�
'RHV�*RG·V�+RXVH�+DYH�$�9HUDQGD"�

John 14:2 ´,Q�P\�)DWKHU
V�KRXVH�DUH�PDQ\�URRPV��LI�LW�ZHUH�QRW�VR��,�ZRXOG�KDYH�WROG�\RX��,�DP�JRLQJ�WKHUH�WR�SUHSDUH�D�SODFH�IRU�\RX���1,9��
�

Many Christians are extremely “heaven oriented.” They are also very excited at the 
prospect of having a “mansion” in heaven. Much of this is due to the unfortunate 
translation of the Greek word “mone” which is incorrectly rendered “mansions.”  
�

The word “mone”  occurs only twice in the Bible, both occasions being in this 
chapter. The first is in  
�

John 14:2 ´,Q�P\�)DWKHU
V�KRXVH�DUH�PDQ\�PDQVLRQV��LI�LW�ZHUH�QRW�VR��,�ZRXOG�KDYH�WROG�\RX��,�JR�WR�SUHSDUH�D�SODFH�IRU�\RX���.-9��
�7KH�VHFRQG�RFFXUUHQFH�LV�LQ�
�

John 14:23 ´-HVXV�DQVZHUHG�DQG�VDLG�XQWR�KLP��,I�D�PDQ�ORYH�PH��KH�ZLOO�NHHS�P\�ZRUGV��DQG�P\�)DWKHU�ZLOO�ORYH�KLP��DQG�ZH�ZLOO�FRPH�XQWR�KLP��DQG�PDNH�RXU�DERGH�ZLWK�KLP�µ��.-9��
Mone simply means, residence or abiding place. There is little justification to imply 
mansion, especially with the idea of lavish opulence and splendour that the concept of 
a mansion creates. Some Christians have even had dreams and visions of their 
“mansion.” They have seen themselves enthroned in the most expensive and elaborate 
mansion imaginable. Unfortunately for them, the translation of mone in V.23. i.e. 
“abode,” is much closer to reality. The glory of heaven will not be seen in the 
heavenly mansions, but in the heavenly Lord of glory, the Lamb of God whose 
radiance will eternally illuminate the city of God. 
�
�+($9(1�,6�127�285�35,0$5<�*2$/�
Despite the emphasis of many Christians, the Bible proves that “going to heaven” is 
not our primary or most important goal. It is not the main reason why God redeemed 
us. Our initial redemptive purposes are to be achieved here on earth. They are :- 
 

1) To grow up into the likeness of Christ. 

2) To achieve spiritual maturity. 
3) To produce fruit that will remain. ( John 15:16) 

�

For the moment, let us leave the idea of the Father’s house in heaven and turn our 
attention to the Father’s house on earth.  
�
�*RG�KDV�D�IDPLO\�LQ�KHDYHQ�DQG�HDUWK�
Eph 3:14-15 ´)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ�,�NQHHO�EHIRUH�WKH�)DWKHU��IURP�ZKRP�KLV�ZKROH�IDPLO\�LQ�KHDYHQ�DQG�RQ�HDUWK�GHULYHV�LWV�QDPH�µ��1,9��
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Heb 3:6 ´%XW�&KULVW�LV�IDLWKIXO�DV�D�VRQ�RYHU�*RG
V�KRXVH��$QG�ZH�DUH�KLV�KRXVH��LI�ZH�KROG�RQ�WR�RXU�FRXUDJH�DQG�WKH�KRSH�RI�ZKLFK�ZH�ERDVW�µ��1,9�
�
�$OO�&KULVWLDQV�$UH�0HPEHUV�2I�+LV�+RXVHKROG�
Eph 2:19 ´&RQVHTXHQWO\��\RX�DUH�QR�ORQJHU�IRUHLJQHUV�DQG�DOLHQV��EXW�IHOORZ�FLWL]HQV�ZLWK�*RG
V�SHRSOH�DQG�PHPEHUV�RI�*RG
V�KRXVHKROG���1,9���1HZ�%HOLHYHUV�$UH�$GRSWHG�,QWR�*RG·V�)DPLO\�
Every new believer is baptised into the Body of Christ, and adopted into His family. 
They become members of the household of faith and are built up together to become a 
dwelling in which God lives on earth. (Eph 2:22) 
 
Eph 2:21-22 ´,Q�ZKRP�DOO�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�¶ILWO\�IUDPHG�WRJHWKHU·�JURZHWK�XQWR�DQ�KRO\�WHPSOH�LQ�WKH�/RUG��,Q�ZKRP�\H�DOVR�DUH�EXLOGHG�WRJHWKHU�IRU�DQ�KDELWDWLRQ�RI�*RG�WKURXJK�WKH�6SLULW�µ��.-9��
Notice that it is those believers who are “fitly framed together,” who continually grow 
by the addition of new believers. ( see Eph 4:16 ) 
 
It is also those churches that are fitly framed together in which God makes His 
habitation. 
�
�7KH�&KXUFK�,V�*RG·V�+RXVH�2Q�(DUWK�
Eph 2:21-22 ´,Q�KLP�WKH�ZKROH�EXLOGLQJ�LV�MRLQHG�WRJHWKHU�DQG�ULVHV�WR�EHFRPH�D�KRO\�WHPSOH�LQ�WKH�/RUG��$QG�LQ�KLP�\RX�WRR�DUH�EHLQJ�EXLOW�WRJHWKHU�WR�EHFRPH�D�GZHOOLQJ�LQ�ZKLFK�*RG�OLYHV�E\�KLV�6SLULW�µ��1,9��
�
�,Q�7KDW�+RXVH�7KHUH�$UH�0DQ\�5RRPV��-RKQ�������1�,�9��
One of the reasons why a house may have many rooms is because each room is meant 
to have a specific function. For example, the kitchen, lounge room, bedroom, laundry, 
all have a distinct and separate functions. Should a stranger visit your home, you 
would usually entertain him on the Veranda. For instance, if a sales person calls on 
you, it may seem wisest to speak with them on the Veranda initially. You may 
afterwards invite him into the lounge. You would never invite a stranger into the 
bedroom. It has a special function that is not appropriate for a casual visitor. 
 
The church should also have several “rooms.” (I am speaking figuratively now) Each 
room should have a separate function. There ought to be a room suitable for receiving 
non-church persons. This should be a non threatening room that makes them feel 
relaxed and at ease. Perhaps we could call this area the Veranda. A place which is 
very open and visible. An area into which a stranger will feel free to enter without 
committing themselves to anything, they don’t feel trapped or snared. They can see 
their way of escape should they feel they need it. 
�
�7KH�´/RQJ�+RXVHVµ�2I�7KH�,EDQ�3HRSOH�
The “long houses” peculiar to several Asian countries, provide a good illustration of 
this. Each long house has a common Veranda that stretches the length of the building. 



&KXUFK�3ODQWLQJ�,QVWLWXWH�%XLOGLQJ�%ULGJHV�2I�&RPPXQLFDWLRQ�

Church Planting International (Queensland Australia) 
Building Bridges Of Communication. Page18  

A visitor to any family in the long house must first step up on to the Veranda. It is 
here that the visitor will be met initially. The first contacts will be made here. It is an 
area that is open to the outside view, a kind of “middle ground,” where both parties 
feel relaxed and at ease. 
�
�

God’s Household 
 

God’s Veranda 
The Middle Ground 
The non-Christian 

World 

In our paradigm, the middle ground is the area between God’s household and the non-
Christian world. It is a neutral zone, in which persons from both communities may 
meet without fear or embarrassment. I like to perceive it as God’s Veranda, the 
middle ground where Jesus pursued most of His evangelistic ministry. An area He 
wants us to occupy and capture for His purposes. 
 
The Veranda is a common meeting ground where saints and sinners can meet and 
mingle and both may feel relaxed and happy. What are some of the things that both 
Christians and non-Christians desire? Some of the common goals they share? Here are 
a few :- 
 

• Meeting and making new friends 
• Unconditional love and acceptance 
• Friendship, companionship, brotherhood, social intimacy, mutual esteem, 

comradeship. 
• Social activity and friendly inter-action 
• Community togetherness, personal closeness, fellow feeling. 
• Community meals. Acts 2:42. “they ate their meals with gladness.” 
• Personal recognition and appreciation 
• Genuine learning experiences 
• Joy filled activities 
• Enjoyable and stimulating music 
• The meeting of basic personal felt needs 
• Spiritual fulfilment and experience 

 
These are a few of the common interests that both Christian and non-Christian people 
appreciate and enjoy. Can you envisage the potential of Christian instigated activities, 
enacted on the middle ground of God’s Veranda, where some or all of the features are 
available? 
�
�6HL]LQJ�7KH�0LGGOH�*URXQG�
The area between two communities may be seen as “the middle ground.” It is a kind 
of no man’s land, existing between the communities, -owned by neither of them. It is 
also a common ground, where neither party has any special advantage. Both feel to be 
on equal terms. Such areas exist between Christian and non-Christian communities 
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and the church needs to discover these areas and move into them in order to 
effectively communicate with the Christless world. Jesus was fully aware of these 
areas. He constantly met and dealt with people on the common areas of middle 
ground. He preached and ministered mostly in open air, public places and rarely ever 
had a captive audience in a setting similar to a traditional church. He went out, into 
the highways and byways, to meet the people on their own territory. 
�
�7KH�:RPDQ�2I�6DPDULD�
Jesus usually contrived to meet people on this middle ground, He met people on their 
own territory, where they felt most comfortable. He met the woman of Samaria at the 
well of Sychar at mid day, when everyone one else was indoors to escape the mid day 
sun. She had obviously visited the well at that time to avoid meeting other people. 
Jesus respected her desire for privacy by confronting her alone at this place that she 
frequented very often. 
�
�1LFRGHPXV�
Jesus met with Nicodemus at night, ( John 3:2 ) when darkness covered their 
rendezvous. Nicodemus obviously chose this time because, as a Pharisee, seeking to 
know more about Jesus, he wanted his initial contact to remain a secret. Jesus did not 
despise this attitude. He shared with Nicodemus His tremendous sermon on the New 
Birth. 
�

Later we discover that Nicodemus stood up for Jesus and spoke on his behalf. John 7: 
50,51. 
�

Still later he brought expensive spices to anoint the body of Jesus. John 19:39. 
�

The initial contact was made under the cover of darkness, but there is nothing to 
indicate that his subsequent contacts were kept secret. 
 0HWKRGV�&KDQJH��2EMHFWLYHV�5HPDLQ�7KH�6DPH�
We Christians tend to forget how intimidating and strange a church environment can 
seem to a non church person. We become so accustomed to the religious routines that 
we imagine everyone feels the same. We forget that there was a time when we too felt 
strange in church and amongst Christians.  
�

We should endeavour to understand how bland our church meetings may appear to a 
person unaccustomed to them. Try to see things through their eyes. We should be 
sensitive to their situation and endeavour to organise events in which they will feel at 
ease. Warmth, friendship and informality can help to achieve this.  
�

Evangelistic meetings in particular should be “seeker conscious,” utilising events at 
which people feel extremely welcome and very comfortable. This usually entails 
modifying the religious content and emphasising the spiritual. It also means 
dispensing with old fashioned, obsolete, religious traditions that have become 
irrelevant to the realities of modern life and perception. Much of the church is stuck in 
a swamp of antiquated religious tradition, particularly in respect of music, liturgies 
and worship styles. It has been wrongly perceived that all contemporary music is 
sacrilegious. That anything with a modern tempo is carnal. Consequently much of our 
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music and worship is old fashioned and does not communicate with our contemporary 
generation. 
�
�6HHNHU�6HQVLWLYH�6HUYLFHV�
In recent years numerous churches have begun to conduct “Seeker Services.” Church 
services that are structured to be sensitive to the perspective of non-church persons 
who are seeking for truth and life. Some of these churches have successfully 
conducted contemporary programs in which the Gospel has been presented in a 
manner that has been non-religious and suitable for modern minded persons from all 
walks of life. 
Some of these have involved stage and music presentations that have utilised all kinds 
of modern media technology. 
�

Obviously it may not be possible, ( nor desirable ) for smaller churches to try to 
emulate this model. They may lack the appropriate facilities, the man power, and the 
finances required to achieve such presentations. This does NOT mean that they still 
cannot conduct services that are tuned to the perception of non-church persons who 
are open to receive spiritual truth.  
 
Church services that are intended to reach and influence the non-converted should be 
structured with the target audience in view. Try to “sit where they sit” and imagine 
what you would feel comfortable with if you were in their place. What are some of 
the features we should bear in mind when trying to reach and persuade such persons? 
The services should be :- 
�
�&XOWXUDO�$XWKHQWLFLW\�
True Christianity is NOT a Western religion. Its truth is universally appropriate. It 
should never seem necessary for any person to abandon their cultural identity in order 
to become a “Christian.” Kingdom culture can enhance the culture of any society. 
Everyone should have the opportunity to hear the Gospel without having to cross any 
language or cultural barrier. 
�
�5HOLJLRXVO\�$SSURSULDWH�
Our presentation of the Christian Gospel should be appropriate to the religious 
environment of those we are seeking to reach. It is foolish to deliberately and 
unnecessarily offend the religious ethics of our target population. This will only create 
animosity and separation from our potential audience. We need to lovingly and 
graciously penetrate the population, as Jesus did. He said :- 
 
Matt 10:16 ´%HKROG��,�VHQG�\RX�IRUWK�DV�VKHHS�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�ZROYHV��EH�\H�WKHUHIRUH�ZLVH�DV�VHUSHQWV��DQG�KDUPOHVV�DV�GRYHV���.-9��
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6((.(5�25,(17('�6(59,&(6��
�

6KRXOG�EH���� 5DWKHU�WKDQ����
 

Informal Formal 
Joyful Conservative 
Friendly Institutional 
Free Restrained 
Positive Negative 
Relevant Irrelevant 
Contemporary Archaic 

0XVLF�,V�$�3RZHUIXO�0HGLXP�
Every culture group confirms that music is immensely powerful and influential. The 
place of music in the Bible attests the importance of it in the history of God’s 
covenant peoples. It has frequently been used by God to assist the accomplishment of 
His purposes. Music was a prominent art in ancient biblical times and in the life and 
history of Israel and the early church. 
 
Its use at a religious ceremony first occurs in Exodus 15;1-20, when Miriam and her 
maidens celebrated God’s victory over Pharoah. 
 
The digging of the wells was celebrated in song. Num 21:17,18. 
 
Deborah and Barak celebrated their great victory in song. Judges 5: 1-31.  
 
King David was greeted with joyful songs after his victory over Goliath. 1 Sam 18: 
6,7. 
 
Israel’s army was led by a choir. 2 Chron 20:21. 
 
The “songs of Zion” were famous. Psa 137:3. 
 
It was only when Israel were in captivity and bondage that they laid aside their harps 
and refused to sing. Psa 137: 1-3. 
 
The theme of music, with instruments, song and dance, runs through the entire Bible 
climaxing in Revelation with huge choirs that could not be numbered, singing 
anthems of praise to Jehovah. 
 
Music is still a tremendously powerful medium today. Millions of people are 
influenced by various kinds of music. Portable radios and walk-men make music 
continuously available to the earth’s masses. Their ears are sub-consciously adjusted 
to the subliminal messages of music. But the church has largely failed to properly 
utilise this powerful medium by refusing to remain contemporary. Someone has asked 
this pertinent question, “Why should the Devil have all the good music?” Why should 
we capitulate to the Devil, allowing him almost sole use of this powerfully influential 
medium? Certainly we do not wish to use his music. God has plenty of His own and 
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we need to creatively tune into it so that we can reach the masses with this medium 
that Satan has usurped to his own advantage. 
 
The music world is a “Veranda,” where the world’s millions congregate. We should 
not leave them to Satan to influence at his will. We ought to climb on to that Veranda 
and touch the masses with the music of heaven. 
�
�6HL]H�7KH�,QLWLDWLYH�
The middle ground lies neutral between God’s kingdom and the kingdoms of this 
world. It can be occupied by either of these peoples. Unfortunately the church has too 
frequently surrendered and forfeited its access and opportunities to occupy that area, 
allowing the world to bring its influence right up to the door of the church and 
effectively imprisoning the Christians within their buildings. 
I believe that God wants His church to seize the initiative. Refuse to be isolated in an 
ivory tower. Go forth from the constricted confines of the institutional church pattern 
and take the message of the Gospel on to the middle ground where we can meet the 
people face to face on neutral territory. 
 
We need to meet people where they are. In their offices and executive buildings. In 
their clubs and places of relaxation. In their social and family circles. Wherever they 
choose to congregate. Let us not cede that territory to the enemy, but invade and 
possess it for God and His Kingdom. 
 
God wants to annex the middle ground and build His Veranda there. He wants His 
people to emerge from hiding in the bed room and begin to display and demonstrate 
their Kingdom life style on the Veranda where they can be observed and hopefully 
envied by a non-Christian neighbourhood. 
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Chapter Three 
 

Jesus,  A Cross Cultural  Communicator   
 -RKQ����������
When Jesus undertook His “search and rescue mission” to Samaria, He carefully observed all 
the ground rules of effective cross-cultural communication. He was very aware of the cultural 
differences and hostility that existed between Jews and Samaritans.  In His approach and 
dialogue He in no way ignored the cultural implications of the meeting.  Jesus recognised and 
respected every persons cultural values. 
 
In all His contacts with those He sought to win, Jesus sensitively applied the basic principles 
of cross-cultural communication.  As an “evangelist”,  He was constantly aware of the need to 
reach across the cultural divides.  If He did so,  how much more do we?   Every encounter we 
experience as a Christian, is a cross-cultural encounter.  Church members today often live in a 
totally different world to their unsaved associates and therefore find it difficult to 
communicate effectively with them. We always need to be culture-conscious, understanding 
the cultural implications of our neighbours situation.  Jesus never ignored the cultural identity 
of people to whom He ministered and neither should we. To do so is to isolate ourselves and 
severely restrict our ability to effectively communicate to our neighbour. �
'HILQLWLRQV��
CULTURE: The common links of history,  language, race, customs, religion,  
traditions and behaviour patterns of an ethnic people group.  Comprised largely of 
their  traditions, skills, art,  rites and religious perspectives. 
 
CULTURE SHOCK: The surprise, confusion and alienation experienced when 
confronting a different culture. This can have a powerful sometimes devastating effect 
on unsuspecting people.  However, one can never experience integration and 
acceptance into another’s cultural community until this is successfully overcome.  
Alienation from a culture will inevitable cause a lack of acceptance by that 
community. 
 
CROSS CULTURAL COMMUNICATION: Effective communication across 
cultural divides.  Jesus demonstrated genuine enculturalisation through His 
incarnation. Though Divine in nature He completely identified with mankind in His 
humanity.  He integrated so perfectly into humanity that it required powerful spiritual 
revelation to enable anyone to recognise that He was not truly human.  In a similar 
manner Christians need to identify with their neighbours in order to influence them 
and hopefully win them to Christ. 
 �����&KULVW·V�'LYLQH�&RQVWUDLQW����
´+H�PXVW�QHHGV�JR�WKURXJK�6DPDULDµ��
God had appointed an encounter for Him.  Since Jesus was in tune with His Father’s 
will,  He inwardly knew that He was supposed to go through Samaria.  As we stay in 
tune with God, we will learn to recognize His gentle leadings that often come as a 
quiet nudge in our spirit. 
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�����-HVXV�2YHUFDPH��
$����*HRJUDSKLFDO�GLVWDQFH�
His desire to serve God and do the Father’s will caused Him to ignore the 
inconvenience and dangers of travelling a long distance through hostile territory. 
 %����&XOWXUDO�GLIIHUHQFHV��
The Jews and Samaritans had many cultural differences and there was considerable 
hostility between their societies.  Jesus knew that if He were to effectively influence 
the person and community to whom God was sending him,  He would need to 
overcome much cultural prejudice. 
 &����5HOLJLRXV�SUHMXGLFHV�
It is a sad but true fact that religious beliefs often engender many prejudices and 
divisions in society.  Jesus, an observant Jew and recognized by many of His fellow 
men as a Rabbi,  was well aware of this.  Nevertheless, He steadfastly determined to 
overcome any such prejudice and successfully convey God’s heart to this community. �
'����+LVWRULF�HWKQLF�SUHMXGLFH�
Many nations are tragically divided by historic ethnic prejudice.  This is dramatically 
illustrated by the tragic situation that has long prevailed in Yugoslavia, where men 
and women are still killing each other because of past historic events of deep 
prejudice that their ethnic communities have suffered. 
 (����5DWLRQDOH�DQG�ORJLF�
It was not logical for Jesus, an observant Jew, to go through Samaria.  His fellow 
Jews generally chose to travel by a much longer, but less dangerous route through the 
Jordan valley.  However, he was perfectly willing to ignore the dictates of logic in 
order to reach and penetrate an alien community.  
 �����6RPH�)XUWKHU�2EVWDFOHV�
Jesus faced innumerable problems in reaching this woman of Samaria. 
 $����$�:RPDQ���
The Talmud explicitly forbade public contact with women, even one’s wife or 
daughter.  It was regarded as a shameful matter for a Jewish man to be seen in public 
in the company of a member of the opposite sex.  Jesus did not lightly disregard this 
tradition. %����6DPDULWDQ��
The Jews and Samaritans of that day had no  “Synchrontai”  - dealings, association, or 
alliance with one another.  
 &����3RVVLEO\�2I�/RRVH�5HSXWDWLRQ��
Visiting the well at noonday, when most people were engaged in siesta could have 
indicated that she was a woman of dubious morals.  Prostitutes often frequented the 
public well to solicit lovers.   Jesus commented on the fact that she had been married 
five times but was presently living with a man who was not her husband.   Yet how 
gently He broached this matter, for He had not come to condemn her, but to save her. 
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It was a difficult situation for Jesus to be seen speaking with such a woman, yet he 
risked the criticism and wrath of any spectators, engaging her in lengthy discussion. 
 �����-HVXV·���0HWKRGRORJ\�
 $����+LV�$SSURDFK�:DV�)ULHQGO\��1RQ�$JJUHVVLYH��'LVDUPLQJ�
Although Jesus knew everything about this woman, including her dubious moral life, 
He did not approach her in a superior, judgmental, or condemnatory manner.  He did 
not convey any sense of moral or social outrage but presented Himself in an 
irresistible way. %����+H�'LG�1RW�(YLGHQFH�6XSHULRULW\�2U�'LVGDLQ�
The attitude of Jesus, in His approach to her, did not convey the idea that he was 
vastly superior to her and that she should be ashamed to be in His presence. 
 &����+H�5HTXHVWHG�+HU�$VVLVWDQFH��
Making Himself vulnerable,  placing Himself at her mercy and  risking the 
embarrassing possibility of her rejection.  His request was a two fold one. 
Firstly, it was a genuine request.  After a long walk in the heat of the day, He was 
obviously both tired and thirsty. 
Secondly He wished to open up a natural topic from which he could proceed to a 
spiritual truth.  This was rather like the tactic He employed through the use of 
parables which were heavenly stories with earthly meanings. 
 '����+H�8QFRYHUHG�$�0XWXDO�3RLQW�2I�,QWHUHVW�
The appearance of this woman at the well, indicated her need for water, so Jesus told 
her of His thirst to convey to her that they both had a common need.  This manner of 
approach often sets people at ease because they both recognize that they have some 
things in common. 
 (����+H�%ULGJHG�7KH�&XOWXUDO�*DS�7KURXJK�,QFDUQDWLRQDO�3ULQFLSOHV���3KLO��������
He humbled himself.  He laid aside His own desires.  He became obedient, 
submissive to God’s Will. 
He was absorbed into culture of those to whom sent,  just as  Paul willingly became  
all things to all men. 1 Cor 9: 19-23. 
 )����+H�,JQRUHG�5HOLJLRXV�7UDGLWLRQ��
It was the Talmud, not the Bible that  forbade public conversation with women.  The 
Talmud is a religious commentary written by men and as such is not divinely inspired 
as is the Bible.  So Jesus did not disregard God’s Word, but He did ignore the 
religious traditions of men. So much of modern Christian prejudice does not occur 
because of Biblical principle but from false religious traditions of men. 
 *����+H�$URXVHG�+HU�&XULRVLW\�
Curiosity is an inquisitive urge to investigate something that is unusual and difficult to 
understand.  Once a person’s curiosity is aroused, they will usually not rest until it is 
satisfied.  This trait can be used to draw people into an investigation that will not end 
until they discover spiritual truth. 
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+����+H�([HUFLVHG�$�:RUG�2I�.QRZOHGJH�
Through this manifestation of a Word of knowledge, Jesus could see into her past 
including the five husbands she had married and the fact that she was currently living 
with a man to whom she was not married.  He frequently used such gifts to assist Him 
in relating to various persons.  �,����+H�'LG�1RW�&ULWLFL]H�2U�$WWDFN�+HU�5HOLJLRQ�
Religion is one of the most powerful subjects upon which to start an argument but 
arguments rarely ever settle a matter.  Someone has said that it is very possible to  
“win an argument and lose a soul.” 
Never set your God against theirs.  Try to compare rather religious beliefs rather than 
contrast them. Avoid religious controversy. 
 -����+H�,JQRUHG�+HU�6DUFDVP���9����
Sarcasm is usually intended to mock, belittle, or insult someone.  It is usually used by 
people who are on the defensive and want to hit back.  If one is not careful, sarcasm 
can bring out the worst in a person.  A Christian should never resort to sarcasm nor 
ever allow themselves to be rattled by it. 
 

.����+H�'LG�1RW�-XGJH�+HU�0RUDO�&RQGLWLRQ�2U�&RQGHPQ�+HU��
John 3:17-18 
17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save 
the world through him. 
18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe 
stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and 
only Son.  (NIV) 
John 8:10-11 
10 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto 
her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 
11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: 
go, and sin no more.  (KJV) 
 /����+H�0DGH�$�7UDQVLWLRQ�)URP�1DWXUDO�7R�6SLULWXDO�
Jesus frequently introduced natural topics from which He could easily bring spiritual 
truths.  Commencing a conversation on a theme with which your listener is familiar is 
the best way to win their attention.  Speak firstly about something about which they 
are informed and then lead on to matters with which they are not conversant.  Use 
natural events to introduce spiritual truths. 
 0����+H�5HYHDOHG�+LPVHOI�����-HVXV���7R�+HU�
Jesus actually spoke to the woman seven  times before He finally revealed to her who 
He was.  ( v.26 )  By this time He had aroused her curiosity,  arrested her attention, 
established a measure of rapport, and undoubtedly gained her confidence.  This 
illustrates the wisdom of not immediately rushing into a discussion of spiritual truth 
but rather paving the way for such through normal, everyday conversation. 
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1����+H�*HQWO\�%URXJKW�+HU�7R�$�&RQIHVVLRQ�7KDW�+H�:DV�&KULVW��7KH�0HVVLDK�
John 4:25-26 
25 The woman said, "I know that Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming. When he 
comes, he will explain everything to us." 
26 Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he."  (NIV) �
John 4:28-30 
28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the 
people, 
29 "Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the 
Christ?" 
30 They came out of the town and made their way toward him.  (NIV) �
Her meeting with Christ and her subsequent conversion created a revival in the 
community. 
 
John 4:39-42 
39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the 
woman’s testimony, "He told me everything I ever did." 
40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he 
stayed two days. 
41 And because of his words many more became believers. 
42 They said to the woman, "We no longer believe just because of what you said; 
now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of 
the world." (NIV) 
 �����7KLQJV�7KDW�([FLWHG�+HU�,QWHUHVW�
$����:KR�-HVXV�:DV"�
Revealing the Incomparable Christ. 
Many people who are not interested in traditional Christianity or in the church, are 
fascinated with the person of Jesus.  So our purpose should be to introduce people to a 
real, living person,  JESUS CHRIST. 
 
We should avoid promoting religion and simply proclaim Jesus,  introducing Him as a 
friend and Savior who loves them intensely and wants to enrich their life in every 
aspect. 
 %����:KDW�7KH�*LIW�2I�*RG�,V"���5RP������
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.  (NIV) 
The Bible speaks of “tasting”, i,e, touching, sensing, sampling, coming into contact 
with,  the power  ( life force ) of the world to come.  
 
Heb 6:5 
5 who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the 
coming age,  (NIV) 
 
It is therefore possible, by sharing the goodness of God through His Word,  to bring 
people to an experiential encounter with the ‘powers of the coming age.’  This can 
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often happen as you pray with a person.  You may ask a person with  whom you are 
sharing,  “Do you mind if I pray with you?”  Having gained their consent,  discreetly 
lay your hand upon them as a point of communication and fervently pray for them.  
The power of God will usually come on them and they will consciously be made 
aware of it.  In doing so they will “taste the powers of the coming age”,  and 
experience spiritual reality.   This can be an extremely convincing factor in your 
endeavor to share God with them.  �
&����:KDW�,V�/LYLQJ�:DWHU"��-RKQ����������
John 7:37-39 
37 On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, 
"If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. 
38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will 
flow from within him." 
39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to 
receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been 
glorified.  (NIV) 
 

Jesus makes it clear that drinking the living water is partaking of the Holy Spirit.  
Once again the person is being exposed to a spiritual experience of the Spirit’s power 
in a manner that is convincing and unforgettable. �
'����6SLULWXDO�:RUVKLS��
John 4:23-24 
23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship 
the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 
24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth."  (NIV) 
 
a:   God is a Spirit. 
b: He is a person. 
c:   He has a father nature. 
d: He may be worshipped anywhere. 
 
Jesus again emphasizes the importance of the spiritual dimension in contrast to the 
natural essence of religious belief.  Christianity is not a religious system, it is a 
spiritual experience.  Part of that experience is reconciliation with God in a spiritual 
dimension.  This makes it possible for a person to discover the reality of the true 
spiritual worship of God. 
 �����+LV�0LQLVWU\�3UHSDUHG�7KH�:D\�)RU�6XEVHTXHQW�5HYLYDO��
John 4:39-42 
39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the 
woman’s testimony, "He told me everything I ever did." 
40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he 
stayed two days. 
41 And because of his words many more became believers. 
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42 They said to the woman, "We no longer believe just because of what you said; 
now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of 
the world."  (NIV) �
Acts 8:5-8 
5 Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there. 
6 When the crowds heard Philip and saw the miraculous signs he did, they all 
paid close attention to what he said. 
7 With shrieks, evil spirits came out of many, and many paralytics and cripples 
were healed. 
8 So there was great joy in that city.  (NIV) 
 �����7KLV��0RGHO��:LOO�:RUN�7RGD\�
$����,W�+DV�$�&RQWLQXRXV�&RQWHPSRUDU\�$SSOLFDWLRQ���
The principles that Jesus employed are appropriate at all times.  A sensitive awareness 
of a person’s cultural lifestyle  and a sincere endeavor to respect that person, will 
always pave a way to effective communication. 
 %����,W�,V�&XOWXUDOO\�$XWKHQWLF��
True Christianity can fit into any culture group.  The true Gospel espouses the 
Kingdom Culture, demonstrating its superiority and desirability above all other 
cultural styles. 
 &����,W�,V�8QLYHUVDOO\�$SSOLFDEOH��-HVXV���6DYLRU�2I�7KH�:RUOG�
Unfortunately many people view Christianity as a Western, white man’s religion.  
This could not be further from the truth. 
 
Christianity was birthed in the Middle East,  not in the West.  Jesus was a Middle 
Eastern Jew,  NOT a white Anglo Saxon.  He is the Savior of the whole world, a 
redeemer for all peoples. �
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Chapter Four   

 

Our Greatest Example 
 �����-HVXV�+DG�$�5HDO�/RYH�)RU�6LQQHUV�
1 Tim 1:15 
15. How true it is, and how I long that everyone should know it, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners-and I was the greatest of them all.  TLB 
 
Jesus constantly demonstrated the genuine nature of His love for sinners.  Such love 
can only be due to the presence of Christ within us.  If we ensure that we always 
remain sensitive to the Christ life within us,  we shall see people through His eyes and 
feel for them with His compassion. 
 
The Gospel narratives of His life make it clear that He enjoyed and expressed a 
genuine and deep love for those who were the less fortunate of life.  He was 
constantly sought after by people who were the rejects of their society.  They 
obviously knew that He would never refuse them.  He had a reputation for loving the 
unlovable and receiving the outcasts. 
 �����+H�:DV�*HQXLQHO\�,QWHUHVWHG�,Q�3HRSOH�
One of the clues that tells us much about Christ, is His attitude towards children and 
their love for Him.  On occasions when His disciples would have discouraged them 
from coming to  Christ, He rebuked the disciples and received the children. 
 
Matt 19:13-14 
13 Then little children were brought to Jesus for him to place his hands on them 
and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked those who brought them. 
14 Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these."  (NIV) �
Children are often extremely perceptive about people.  They sense when those 
persons are genuinely interested in them and when the apparent interest is merely a 
pretence. 
 
In a similar fashion,  the rejects of society are quick to sense the difference between 
sincerity and pretence.  Many, whom the religious leaders criticized and condemned,  
were received and justified by Jesus  ,I�ZH�DUH�WR�EH�IUXLWIXO�LQ�WKH�PLQLVWU\�RI�EULQJLQJ�SHRSOH�WR�&KULVW�ZH�PXVW�GHYHORS�D�JHQXLQH�LQWHUHVW�LQ�RXU�IHOORZ�PDQ���6SHQG�WLPH�ZLWK�WKHP���7DON�ZLWK�WKHP����/LVWHQ�WR�WKHLU�WDOHV�RI�ZRH����/HDUQ�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�DSSUHFLDWH�WKHLU�SHUVSHFWLYH����7U\�WR�HQWHU�LQ�WR�WKHLU�OLYHV�DQG�H[SHULHQFH��(QGHDYRU�WR�IHHO�ZKDW�WKH\�IHHO��
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�����+H�'LG�1RW�&RQGHPQ�3HRSOH���
John 3:17-18 
17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save 
the world through him. 
18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe 
stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and 
only Son.  (NIV) 
John 8:10-11 
10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one 
condemned you?" 
11."No one, sir," she said. "Then neither do I condemn you," Jesus declared. "Go now 
and leave your life of sin."  (NIV) 

 �����+H��$OZD\V�6RXJKW�7R�&RPPHQG�3HRSOH�
John 4:17 
17 The woman answered and said, I have no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou 
hast well said, I have no husband:  (KJV)   
 
Although Jesus knew the turbulent background of this woman’s moral life, He seized 
upon something for which He could honestly commend her.  He commended her for 
telling the truth.  There were many things about which He might have rebuked her,  
but He chose to commend her for acknowledging the truth.  This was all part of the 
process of gaining her interest and confidence in order to bring her to an ultimate 
knowledge of the truth. 
 
5:   He Was Perfectly Natural   

Jesus never evidenced any religious affectation or pretence.  His approach to non-
believers was always very natural.  His initial contact was usually on some natural 
theme with which they were very familiar.  Most people are put off by religious 
affectation.  They sense that it is not genuine and real.  They relate much more readily 
to someone they perceive to be on their own wave length.   We should always 
endeavor to be “spiritually natural and naturally spiritual”. 
 
6:   He Used Every Day Language 
Jesus communicated in simple every day language.  It is said that the common, 
average, ordinary people heard Him gladly.  They appreciated His simplicity.  They 
understood His meaning.  He spoke their language. 
Mark 12:3737 David himself calleth him Lord; and whence is he his son? And the 
common people heard him gladly.  (ASV) 
 
It was also said that He did not teach in the manner employed by the Scribes, the 
religious teachers of the day. 
Mark 1:22 And they were astonished at his teaching: For he taught them as 
having authority, and not as the scribes.   (ASV) 
 
7:   He Was Always Prepared 
Jesus was never caught unprepared.  Whatever situation or person confronted Him, 
He always had the right words to say.  He apparently seized every opportunity to 
share His message.  We also should always be prepared.1 Pet 3:1515 But in your 
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hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 
who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect,  (NIV) 
 
8:   He Spoke With Kindness, But With Authority 
It seems obvious that although Jesus always spoke in a kindly manner, He never 
compromised the truth.  He spoke from a heart of love, but He always spoke the truth 
and nothing but the truth.  His meeting with the woman of Samaria is a fine example 
of this.   His approach to her was friendly and non-condemnatory but when the time 
was appropriate He gently let her know that He was aware of her stormy marital past 
and present situation.We are also instructed and encouraged to always speak the truth 
in love.Eph 4:1515 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all 
things, which is the head, even Christ:  (KJV) 
 
9:  He Respected Everyone’s  Person 
Jesus frequently angered the Pharisees by consorting and fraternizing with “publicans 
and sinners”.  They often rebuked and reprimanded Him because of the dubious 
company He kept at times.  Even when confronted with notable sinners,  He never 
demeaned or belittled them.  When the “woman of the city”   ( Luke 7:37 ) came to 
the Pharisee’s house to hear Jesus, the Pharisees were scornful of her and spoke of her 
in a derogative manner, but Jesus commended her for washing His feet with her tears.  
He forgave her and encouraged her to, “Go in the peace of the Lord”.  
 
10:   He Never Regarded Any Case As Hopeless 
Christ met and mingled with some of the lowest sinners but never regarded any of 
them as hopeless or beyond the reach of redemption.  He extended the hand of 
friendship to them all and spoke words of love and encouragement to them. We 
should never shun anyone because they are sinners.  We should never hold ourselves 
aloof from those for whom Christ came and died. 
 
His Approach To People. 
 
1:   He Endeavored To Get Them Alone 
It is extremely interesting to note that many of Christ’s greatest teachings were 
addressed to an audience of one.  The woman of Samaria is one such case, as is 
Nicodemus, the rich young ruler and many others. Many people become extremely 
sensitive when the Holy Spirit begins to probe their inner life.  This can be 
embarrassing for them if other people are present to hear and observe this.  It may 
cause the person to be less than completely honest and may inhibit them from making 
so personal and important a decision.  Some persons find it difficult to express interest 
in spiritual matters if there are skeptics  present.   Particularly if those skeptics are 
their peers who may be unsympathetic and scornful of spiritual issues. It is therefore 
usually better if the person can be dealt with personally and alone.  The encounter will 
often prove more fruitful. Paul obviously used this approach too.   
viz,Gal 2:22 I went in response to a revelation and set before them the gospel that I 
preach among the Gentiles. But I did this privately to those who seemed to be leaders, 
for fear that I was running or had run my race in vain.  (NIV) 
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2:   He Discovered Their Interests 
Jesus usually initiated a conversation on a topic with which His contact was familiar. 
He obviously observed people carefully,  and sensitively deduced which things were 
interesting and important to them.  He then tended to open the conversation on those 
topics.  This afforded Him a common ground with them and established a rapport. He 
then skillfully guided the conversation to a spiritual parallel, thus gaining an 
immediate interest. This paved the way for deeper truths and for spiritual conclusions. 
 
3:   He Identified Himself With Them    
“The friend of sinners”. Many Christians seem to find it difficult to relate to non-
Christians, particularly those who are perceived to be “sinners”.  In their sincere 
pursuit of Christian growth and development they tend to lose contact with non-
Christians.   They forget how to relate to them. Some Christians even develop a 
“holier than you”  attitude, afraid to “soil their garments”  through contact with non-
believers.  Unfortunately this attitude is often the result of religious pride which is 
actually an abomination to God. Jesus demonstrates how to maintain one’s spiritual 
integrity without isolating one’s self from productive contacts with non-believers.   
Some religious Pharisees scornfully called Him  “a friend of publicans and sinners”.  
He evidently did not resent this but accepted it gladly.  He frequently took sides with 
sinners, against the religious leaders, much to their obvious consternation. 
 
4:   He Always Used A Positive Approach  
John 8:10-12 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he 
said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned 
thee?11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I 
condemn thee: go, and sin no more.       12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, 
saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, 
but shall have the light of life.(KJV) 
 
The religious leaders who thrust this woman into the presence of Jesus, placed Him in 
a delicate and invidious position.  It was a blatant attempt to trap Him into saying and 
doing what would be perceived as the wrong thing. However, He skillfully avoided 
their trap, turning the tables upon them all.  He was faced with two alternatives, to 
condemn or condone.  He could have taken a positive or a negative position.   He did 
not wish to condemn her yet neither could He condone her actions.  He chose to take a 
positive action, an action of compassion, understanding and forgiveness.  He skillfully 
drew her into a place of repentance where He was able to legally offer her forgiveness 
and pardon.   Nevertheless His admonition was,  “Go and sin no more”, and indicated 
that if she would do so,  she could truly   “go in peace”. 
 

5:   He Frequently Used His Personal Testimony 
We observe that Jesus frequently said,  “You have heard it said,  but I say to you”.   
He then proceeded to give His own statement of truth.  Paul was also a great advocate 
of using his personal testimony.  So many times,  when confronted with an 
opportunity to speak to some person of authority,  he chose to recount his own 
personal experience. There is a dynamic factor in personal experience, that can 
scarcely be denied.  It has been said that,  “He with an experience is never at the 
mercy of him with an argument.”  Although personal experience may be at times 
subjective, if someone has actually experienced a phenomena, it is almost impossible 
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to talk them out of it. In this current period of “post modernism”,   great value is 
placed upon personal experience.  People do not want a theory, they desire an 
experience. They do not ask, is it verified truth, but what will it do for me? 
 

6:   He Refused To Become Involved In Arguments 
Jesus never became embroiled in an argument and we are also exhorted never to do 
so.2 Tim 2:23-2623 Don’t have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, 
because you know they produce quarrels.24 And the Lord’s servant must not quarrel; 
instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful.25 Those who oppose 
him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading 
them to a knowledge of the truth,26 and that they will come to their senses and 
escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.  (NIV) 

7. He Patiently Sought To Make The Truth Clear 
The teaching approach of Jesus should be a lesson for every minister and Christian.  
He always began where his listeners were and then progressed towards deeper truth.   
The difference between Jesus and many modern preachers is that Jesus took profound 
subjects and made them simple and easily understood, whereas today’s preachers tend 
to make the simplest subjects so complicated that it is difficult to fathom out what 
they are getting at. Jesus invariably began His talks by referring to a natural, every 
day subject that everyone understood.  He then took His listeners into areas that were 
more difficult to comprehend.   He always began with the known and then proceeded 
to the unknown.  He carefully and skillfully built up His case with patience and 
understanding. 
 
8:   He Often Repeated The Truth 
Truth can bear repetition.  Sometimes people need to hear it numerous times before it 
eventually registers.  The truth may be repeated and amplified in a variety of styles.  
Its implications can be expressed in many different ways.  One of the skills that every 
preacher should learn is how to keep telling the simple Gospel message in a great 
variety of interesting ways. 
 
9:   He Sought To Bring People To A Decision 
The teaching of Jesus did not merely intrigue or enthrall His hearers,  it challenged 
and moved them to action.  He explained things in such a simple yet dynamic fashion 
that His listeners were invariably moved to make a decision and take a stand. To 
acquaint a person with the Gospel and not seek to bring them to a decision is like 
making a lengthy sales pitch and then failing to make the closure.   The client must 
sign on the dotted line.  A Gospel prospect must be faced with a decision and 
encouraged to make it positively. I am not inferring that every prospect should be 
pushed into making a decision.  To do so can frequently mean that the decision is 
premature and may not last.   The fruit should not be picked until it is obviously ripe.  
But once it is evidently ripe,  no time should be lost.  The decision is the critical 
feature of a Gospel presentation and should be encouraged with great urgency. 
 
10:   He Trusted The Holy Spirit To Seal The Transaction 
The whole experience of salvation must be accomplished by the Holy Spirit.  He is 
the Divinely appointed agent.   The executive of the Godhead, charged with the task 
of bringing people to a knowledge of God through faith in Jesus Christ.  We must 
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always be aware of and grateful for His presence and influence.  He is the activator 
throughout.   He initiates conviction.   He reveals Christ.   He seals the contract.  He 
grants the assurance. In bringing people to Christ we must always stay in step with the 
Holy Spirit. neither running before Him  nor lagging behind.  Bringing a soul in to the 
experience of salvation depends absolutely on the agency of the Holy Spirit. 
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&KDSWHU�)LYH�
<RX�1HHG�7R�)LQG�7KHP�)LUVW�

We have seen that the primary mission of Jesus on earth was to “seek and to save 
those who were lost.” (Luke 19:10) Another way to express this is to find and keep 
those who were lost. 
 -HVXV�7ROG�8V�7R�´*Rµ�
Both aspects of the great commission, (Mark 16:15, and Matthew 28:18) are preceded 
by the word “go.” The first reference is particularly pertinent, 
 
Mark 16:15-16 ´$QG�+H�VDLG�WR�WKHP���*R�LQWR�DOO�WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�SUHDFK�WKH�JRVSHO�WR�HYHU\�FUHDWXUH���+H�ZKR�EHOLHYHV�DQG�LV�EDSWLVHG�ZLOO�EH�VDYHG��EXW�KH�ZKR�GRHV�QRW�EHOLHYH�ZLOO�EH�FRQGHPQHG�µ��1.-��
Going into all our world must precede the authentic proclamation of the Gospel. Jesus 
did not say, “stay in the church and preach the Gospel.” He said “Go into all your 
world” and preach the Gospel. This does not only refer to the geographic world. It is 
not essentially a traditional missionary model. It also means “Go into all the worlds 
that are adjacent to your church and community.” Go into the world of the drug 
addicts and alcoholics. Go into the world of the sad and lonely. The single parents, the 
bereaved or divorced. These are all communities of needy people that constitute the 
world of mankind around your parish.  
 7KH�´*Rµ�2I�'LVFLSOH�0DNLQJ�
Matt 28:19-20 �*R�WKHUHIRUH�DQG�PDNH�GLVFLSOHV�RI�DOO�WKH�QDWLRQV��EDSWLVLQJ�WKHP�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�WKH�)DWKHU�DQG�RI�WKH�6RQ�DQG�RI�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW���WHDFKLQJ�WKHP�WR�REVHUYH�DOO�WKLQJV�WKDW�,�KDYH�FRPPDQGHG�\RX��DQG�OR��,�DP�ZLWK�\RX�DOZD\V��HYHQ�WR�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�DJH���$PHQ���1.-��
7ZR�,PSRUWDQW�'RRUV�
In successful church based evangelism and church growth, there are two important 
doors. 
 ��� 7KH�)URQW�'RRU�

:KLFK�PXVW�DOZD\V�EH�NHSW�RSHQ��
 D� 6R�WKDW�QRQ�&KULVWLDQV�PD\�DEOH�WR�IUHHO\�HQWHU�WKH�FKXUFK��

E� 6R�WKDW�WKH�&KULVWLDQV�FDQ�IUHHO\�JR�RXW�LQWR�WKHLU�ZRUOG�WR�VHHN�WKH�ORVW��
�
��� 7KH�%DFN�'RRU�

6KRXOG�DOZD\V�EH�FORVHG�VR�WKDW�SHRSOH�GR�QRW�OHDYH�DJDLQ���7KH�WZR�TXHVWLRQV�WKDW�HYHU\�FKXUFK�VKRXOG�DVN�DUH����+RZ�PD\�ZH�NHHS�WKH�IURQW�GRRU�RSHQ�DV�ZLGHO\�DV�SRVVLEOH"�+RZ�PD\�ZH�HIIHFWLYHO\�NHHS�WKH�EDFN�GRRU�FORVHG"��
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6LQFH�HIIHFWLYH�FKXUFK�JURZWK�GHSHQGV�ODUJHO\�RQ�WKHVH�WZR�IDFWRUV��ZH�VKRXOG�FRQFHQWUDWH�PXFK�SUD\HU��SODQQLQJ�DQG�VWUDWHJ\�RQ�WKHP���
�
�-HVXV�&RPPLVVLRQHG�+LV�'LVFLSOHV�7R�*R�2XW��)LQG��$QG�%ULQJ�,Q�7KH�/RVW�
Luke 14:23 ´$QG�WKH�ORUG�VDLG�XQWR�WKH�VHUYDQW��*R�RXW�LQWR�WKH�KLJKZD\V�DQG�KHGJHV��DQG�FRPSHO�WKHP�WR�FRPH�LQ��WKDW�P\�KRXVH�PD\�EH�ILOOHG���.-9��

)LQGLQJ�WKH�ORVW��/XNH�����:KHUH�VKDOO�ZH�ILQG�WKH�ORVW"�1RW�LQ�WKH�FKXUFK��
But out in the “highways and hedges” of life. 

 D� ,Q�WKHLU�KRPHV��&DQ�EH�UHDFKHG�WKURXJK�YDULRXV�KRXVH�YLVLWDWLRQV��
�

b) In their places of business. &DQ�EH�UHDFKHG�LQ�WKHLU�ZRUN�SODFHV�WKURXJK�&KULVWLDQ�FROOHDJXHV��
�

c) On public transport facilities. 2Q�SODQHV��WUDLQV��VKLSV��EXVHV��
�

d) In recreational centres. 5HVWDXUDQWV��JROI�FOXEV��KHDOWK�FOXEV��FLQHPDV��EHDFKHV��
�

e) In public places 6KRSSLQJ�FHQWUHV�
�
�9DULRXV�)RUPV�2I�(YDQJHOLVP�
In order to find people in the highways and hedges, we need to employ various forms 
of evangelism. 
 D� 3UHVHQFH�(YDQJHOLVP�

6LQFH� UHODWLYHO\� IHZ�SHRSOH�HYHU�JR�WR�D�FKXUFK�XQLQYLWHG�� WKH�FKXUFK�QHHGV� WR�JR�WR�ZKHUH�WKH�SHRSOH�DUH��%HIRUH�ZH�FDQ�ZLQ�SHRSOH�ZH�PXVW�DFKLHYH�D�SUR[LPLW\�WR�WKHP��,I�WKH\�ZLOO�QRW�UHDGLO\�FRPH�WR�FKXUFK��WKHQ�WKH�FKXUFK�PXVW�EH�SUHSDUHG�WR�JR�ZKHUH�WKH�SHRSOH�DUH��
 E� 3UH�(YDQJHOLVP�

3UH�(YDQJHOLVP� FRQVLVWV� RI� FRQWDFWV� DQG� DFWLYLWLHV� ZLWK� D� SHUVRQ� RU� JURXS� WKDW� WDNH�SODFH� SULRU� WR� WKH� SUHVHQWDWLRQ� RI� WKH� *RVSHO�� 7KH\� DUH� WKH� HQFRXQWHUV� DQG�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�WKDW�HVWDEOLVK�DQ�LQLWLDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�DQG�SDYH�WKH�ZD\�IRU�D�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI� WKH�*RVSHO�� 7KH\� DUH� LQWHQGHG� WR� ´EUHDN� WKH� LFHµ� DQG� WR� HVWDEOLVK� D�PHDVXUH� RI�FUHGLELOLW\�DQG�FRQILGHQFH���3UH�(YDQJHOLVP�LV�WKH�SDWLHQW�FOHDULQJ�DQG�WLOOLQJ�RI�WKH�JURXQG�EHIRUH�WKH�VHHG�LV�VRZQ��6RPH�PD\�IHHO�LW�WR�EH�DQ�XQQHFHVVDU\�ZDVWH�RI�WLPH��ZLVKLQJ�WR�LPPHGLDWHO\�VRZ�WKH�VHHG�ZLWKRXW�DQ\�SUHOLPLQDULHV��%XW�WKLV�LV�OLNH�VXSSRVLQJ�WKDW�LW�LV�D�ZDVWH�RI�SUHFLRXV�WLPH�WR� OD\�DQ�DGHTXDWH�IRXQGDWLRQ�EHIRUH�D�EXLOGLQJ� LV�FRPPHQFHG��<RX�PD\�JHW� WR�HUHFW� WKH� EXLOGLQJ� VRRQHU� EXW� LW� LV� QRW� JRLQJ� WR� ODVW� WRR� ORQJ� ZLWKRXW� DGHTXDWH�IRXQGDWLRQV��
 F� )ULHQGVKLS�(YDQJHOLVP�

7UXH�HYDQJHOLVP�LV�QRW�D�PHWKRG�RU�WHFKQLTXH��LW�LV�D�SDVVLRQ�WKDW�IORZV�IURP�WKH�KHDUW��3HRSOH�DUH�QRW�ZRQ�WR�&KULVW�WKURXJK�FOHYHU�VWUDWHJLHV�RU�JOLE�FOLFKpV��7KH\�DUH�OHG�WR�
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-HVXV�E\�&KULVWLDQV�ZKR�DUH�VHQVLWLYH�WR�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�DQG�OHG�E\�+LP��VSHDNLQJ�DQG�ZLWQHVVLQJ� WR� WKH� XQFRQYHUWHG� DV�+H� OHDGV� DQG� HPSRZHUV��(IIHFWLYH� VRXO�ZLQQLQJ� LV�DFFRPSOLVKHG�E\�EXLOGLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�SHUVRQV�WR�ZKRP�*RG�OHDGV�XV����2QH�RI�WKH�ZHDNQHVVHV�RI�PDQ\�PRGHUQ�FKXUFKHV�LV�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�FKDQJHG�ZLWQHVVLQJ�IURP� UHODWLRQVKLS�� WR� VDOHVPDQVKLS�� *HQXLQH� VRXO� ZLQQLQJ� FDQQRW� EH� DFFRPSOLVKHG�H[FHSW�WKURXJK�UHODWLRQVKLS���)LUVWO\� UHODWLRQVKLS� ZLWK� *RG�� WKURXJK� WKH� +RO\� 6SLULW�� $� UHODWLRQVKLS� WKDW� LV� EXLOW�WKURXJK�REHGLHQFH��IDLWK��SUD\HU��DQG�FRPPLWPHQW��$�UHODWLRQVKLS�LQ�ZKLFK�&KULVW�WUXO\�OLYHV�ZLWKLQ�\RX��+H�JXLGHV�\RX��LQVSLUHV�\RX�DQG�HPSRZHUV�\RX��<RX�VHH�WKURXJK�+LV�H\HV�� IHHO�ZLWK�+LV�KHDUW��VSHDN�+LV�ZRUGV� WR�SHRSOH�DQG�EULQJ�+LV�SUHVHQFH�DQG� OLIH�LQWR�WKHLU�OLYHV��
 6HFRQGO\��D�UHODWLRQVKLS�LV�DOVR�QHFHVVDU\�EHWZHHQ�\RX��DQG�WKH�SHUVRQ�\RX�ZRXOG�EULQJ�WR�&KULVW��6XFK�UHODWLRQVKLSV�DUH�IRXQGHG�ILUVWO\�RQ�IULHQGVKLS��<RX�PXVW�VHH�SHRSOH�DV�SRWHQWLDO�IULHQGV��<RX�VKRXOG�UHDFK�RXW� WR�WKHP�ZLWK�JHVWXUHV�RI�IULHQGVKLS��/HDUQ�WR�VPLOH�DW�SHRSOH��%HJLQ�WR�JUHHW�WKHP��:LVK�WKHP�ZHOO��([WHQG�ZDUP��IULHQGO\�YLEHV�WR�WKHP��<RX�ZLOO�UDUHO\�HYHU�ZLQ�RU�LQIOXHQFH�D�SHUVRQ�WKDW�\RX�GR�QRW�ILUVW�EHIULHQG��
 <RXU�IULHQGVKLS�PXVW�EH�JHQXLQH�2IIHUV�RI�IULHQGVKLS�PXVW�EH�JHQXLQH�DQG�VLQFHUH��,I�SHRSOH�GLVFHUQ�WKDW�\RX�DUH�EHLQJ�SOHDVDQW�DQG�IULHQGO\�IRU�\RXU�RZQ�HQGV��WKH\�ZLOO�EH�JUDYHO\�RIIHQGHG��,I�WKH\�IHHO�WKDW�\RX�DUH�UHDOO\�WU\LQJ�WR�´VHOO�WKHP�VRPHWKLQJ�µ�ZKHWKHU�LW�EH�D�SURGXFW��RU�&KULVWLDQLW\��WKH\�ZLOO�QDWXUDOO\�EH�LQVXOWHG��<RXU�LQWHUHVW�LQ�SHRSOH�PXVW�EH�XQFRQGLWLRQDO�DQG�QRW�PHUHO\�DQ�LQWHUHVW�WKDW�RQO\�ODVWV�XQWLO�WKDW�SHUVRQ�UHIXVHV�WR�EHFRPH�DQRWKHU�VFDOS�RQ�\RXU�EHOW��
 7KH�%LEOH�SRUWUD\V�-HVXV�DV�´$�IULHQG�ZKR�VWLFNV�FORVHU�WKDQ�D�EURWKHU�µ�-HVXV�DOVR�VWDWHG�WKDW�ZH�DUH�+LV�IULHQGV��LI�ZH�GR�ZKDW�+H�FRPPDQGV�XV����-RKQ����������:H�DUH�DOVR�WROG�WKDW���3URYH�������´$�PDQ�WKDW�KDWK�IULHQGV�PXVW�KHZ�KLPVHOI�IULHQGO\��DQG�WKHUH�LV�D�IULHQG�WKDW�VWLFNHWK�FORVHU�WKDQ�D�EURWKHU�µ��.-9��

7KHUH� LV� D� FRQVLGHUDEOH� HPSKDVLV� RQ� IULHQGVKLS� DQG� LW� VHHPV� TXLWH� REYLRXV� WKDW�&KULVWLDQV� DUH� PHDQW� WR� EH� IULHQGO\�� )ULHQGO\� &KULVWLDQV� DUH� OLNH� -HVXV� DQG� IULHQGO\�&KULVWLDQV�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�ZLQ�RWKHUV�WR�+LP��
�� G� 3URFODPDWLRQ�RU�3UHVHQWDWLRQ�(YDQJHOLVP�

,Q�ZKLFK�WKRVH�SHUVRQV�WR�ZKRP�ZH�JDLQ�SUR[LPLW\��DUH�SUHVHQWHG�ZLWK�D�FOHDU�*RVSHO�FKDOOHQJH��,W� LV�WKH�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�*RVSHO� LQ�WKH�FOHDUHVW�SRVVLEOH�PDQQHU�VR�WKDW�WKH� UHFLSLHQWV� DUH� LQIRUPHG� RI� WKH�ZKROH� WUXWK� DQG� LPSOLFDWLRQV� RI� WKH�*RRG�1HZV�DERXW�-HVXV��
 H� 3HUVXDVLRQ�(YDQJHOLVP�

7KDW�SDUW�RI�WKH�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�SHUVRQ�LV�DFWLYHO\�HQFRXUDJHG�DQG�SHUVRQDOO\�SHUVXDGHG�WR�FRPPLW�WKHLU�OLIH�WR�*RG�WKURXJK�IDLWK�LQ�-HVXV�&KULVW�RXU�PHGLDWRU��7KH�+RO\�6SLULW�LV�DFWXDOO\�WKH�2QH�ZKR�VKRXOG�DSSO\�WKH�SHUVXDVLRQ��:LWKRXW�+LV�LQIOXHQFH�DQG�HIIRUW��RXU�DWWHPSWV�DW�SHUVXDVLRQ�DUH�SRZHUOHVV�DQG�XVHOHVV��1HYHUWKHOHVV�+H�XVHV�RXU�SUHVHQFH�DQG�RXU�ZRUGV�WR�HPSOR\�+LV�SHUVXDVLRQ��:LWKRXW�+LP��ZH�FDQQRW��DQG�ZLWKRXW�XV��+H�ZLOO�QRW��
�
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I� 3URFHVV�(YDQJHOLVP�
(IIHFWLYH� HYDQJHOLVP� ZLWK� ODVWLQJ� UHVXOW�� LV� XVXDOO\� D� SURFHVV�� WKH� HYHQWXDO� UHVXOW� RI�QXPHURXV�VRXUFHV�RI�LQIOXHQFH�XSRQ�WKH�SHUVRQ��

 � &RU�������´:KR�WKHQ�LV�3DXO��DQG�ZKR�LV�$SROORV��EXW�PLQLVWHUV�E\�ZKRP�\H�EHOLHYHG��HYHQ�DV�WKH�/RUG�JDYH�WR�HYHU\�PDQ"�
, KDYH�SODQWHG��$SROORV�ZDWHUHG��EXW�*RG�JDYH� WKH� LQFUHDVH��6R�WKHQ�QHLWKHU� LV�KH� WKDW�SODQWHWK�DQ\�WKLQJ��QHLWKHU�KH�WKDW�ZDWHUHWK��EXW�*RG�WKDW�JLYHWK�WKH�LQFUHDVH��
1RZ� KH� WKDW� SODQWHWK� DQG� KH� WKDW� ZDWHUHWK� DUH� RQH�� DQG� HYHU\� PDQ� VKDOO� UHFHLYH� KLV� RZQ� UHZDUG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�KLV�RZQ�ODERXU���.-9��

� 7KH�DQDORJ\�XVHG�LV�DQ�DJULFXOWXUDO�RQH�LQGLFDWLQJ�WKDW�LW�XVXDOO\�WUDQVSLUHV�RYHU�D�SHULRG�RI� WLPH�DQG�DV�D� UHVXOW�RI�D�SURFHVV�RI�GHYHORSPHQW��7KH�1HZ�%LUWK�� DQRWKHU�FODVVLF�DQDORJ\��LV�DOVR�D�SURFHVV�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�VHHG�GHYHORSV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ZRPE�IRU�QLQH�PRQWKV�SULRU� WR� ELUWKLQJ�� )ROORZLQJ� WKLV� SKHQRPHQD� FRPHV� WKH� SURFHVVHV� RI� JURZWK� DQG�GHYHORSPHQW�LQ�DOO�RI�ZKLFK��WLPH�LV�DQ�HVVHQWLDO�HOHPHQW���
 J� 'HYHORSPHQW�(YDQJHOLVP�

7KH�SURFHVV�RI�HYDQJHOLVP�GRHV�QRW�HQG�RQFH�WKH�SHUVRQ�KDV�PDGH�D�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�&KULVW��LW�FRQWLQXHV�RQ�LQWR�WKH�YDULRXV�VWDJHV�RI�GHYHORSPHQW�DV�RQH�JURZV�LQWR�&KULVW�LQ�DOO�WKLQJV��3DXO�ZDV�YHU\�FRQVFLRXV�RI�WKLV�DQG�H[SUHVVHG�KLV�RQJRLQJ�FRQFHUQ�IRU�KLV�FRQYHUWV��´XQWLO�&KULVW�EH�IXOO\�IRUPHG�LQ�WKHP�µ�
� *DO������´0\�OLWWOH�FKLOGUHQ��RI�ZKRP�,�DP�DJDLQ�LQ�WUDYDLO�XQWLO�&KULVW�EH�IRUPHG�LQ�\RX����$69��

7KH�WUXH�DPEDVVDGRU�RI�&KULVW�LV�QRW�FRQWHQW�WR�VHH�KLV�FRQYHUWV�FRQIHVVLQJ�&KULVW��+H�PDLQWDLQV� D� GHHS� LQWHUHVW� LQ� WKHP� XQWLO� KH� ZLWQHVVHV� WKH� PDWXULQJ� RI� &KULVW� ZLWKLQ�WKHP��
� $OZD\V� JLYH� QHZ� EHOLHYHUV� WLPH� DQG� RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� JURZ�� 7KH\� ZLOO� QHYHU� EHFRPH�LPPHGLDWHO\� PDWXUH�� 1HYHU� MXGJH� RU� FULWLFLVH� WKHP� IRU� WKLV�� $OZD\V� HQGHDYRXU� WR�HQFRXUDJH�DQG�DVVLVW�WKHP�WR�JURZ��
� K� ,QWHJUDWLRQ�

7KH�%LEOH�WHOOV�XV�WKDW�ZH�DUH�EDSWLVHG���LQWHJUDWHG��LQWR�&KULVW�E\�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��
� � &RU����������´7KH�ERG\�LV�D�XQLW��WKRXJK�LW�LV�PDGH�XS�RI�PDQ\�SDUWV��DQG�WKRXJK�DOO�LWV�SDUWV�DUH�PDQ\��WKH\�IRUP�RQH�ERG\��6R�LW�LV�ZLWK�&KULVW��

)RU�ZH�ZHUH�DOO�EDSWLVHG�E\�RQH�6SLULW�LQWR�RQH�ERG\���ZKHWKHU�-HZV�RU�*UHHNV��VODYH�RU�IUHH���DQG�ZH�ZHUH�DOO�JLYHQ�WKH�RQH�6SLULW�WR�GULQN���1,9��
� 7KLV�EDSWLVP� LV� D� VSLULWXDO�SKHQRPHQD��ZKHUHE\�ZH� DUH� DOO� LQLWLDWHG� LQWR� WKH�P\VWLFDO�%RG\�RI�&KULVW��%XW�ZH�PXVW� DOVR� HDUQHVWO\� HQFRXUDJH� WKH�QHZ�EHOLHYHUV� WR� LQWHJUDWH�WKHPVHOYHV�LQWR�WKH�SK\VLFDO�ERG\�RI�&KULVW��L�H�WKH�&KXUFK���L� 5HSURGXFWLRQ�

,Q� WKH� QDWXUDO�� WKHUH� DUH� QXPHURXV� LQGLFDWLRQV� RI� KDYLQJ� DFKLHYHG� PDWXULW\�� RQH� RI�ZKLFK� LV� WKH�HPHUJLQJ�FDSDFLW\� WR�UHSURGXFH�RQHVHOI��7KLV� LV� DOVR�WUXH� LQ� WKH�VSLULWXDO�UHDOP��2QH� RI� WKH� HYLGHQFHV� RI� KDYLQJ� DFKLHYHG� D� OHYHO� RI�PDWXULW\� LQ� &KULVW� LV� WKH�DELOLW\�WR�UHSURGXFH��EULQJLQJ�RWKHUV�WR�D�VDYLQJ�NQRZOHGJH�RI�-HVXV���
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:KHQ� $QGUHZ�� 6LPRQ� 3HWHU·V� EURWKHU�� IRXQG� &KULVW� KH� TXLFNO\� IRXQG� KLV� EURWKHU�6LPRQ���-RKQ���������´$QGUHZ��6LPRQ�3HWHU
V� EURWKHU��ZDV� RQH� RI� WKH� WZR�ZKR�KHDUG�ZKDW� -RKQ�KDG� VDLG�DQG�ZKR� KDG�IROORZHG�-HVXV��
7KH�ILUVW�WKLQJ�$QGUHZ�GLG�ZDV�WR�ILQG�KLV�EURWKHU�6LPRQ�DQG�WHOO�KLP���:H�KDYH�IRXQG�WKH�0HVVLDK���WKDW�LV��WKH�&KULVW���
$QG�KH�EURXJKW�KLP�WR�-HVXV��-HVXV�ORRNHG�DW�KLP�DQG�VDLG���<RX�DUH�6LPRQ�VRQ�RI�-RKQ��<RX�ZLOO�EH�FDOOHG�&HSKDV���ZKLFK��ZKHQ�WUDQVODWHG��LV�3HWHU��µ��1,9��
$IWHU�3KLOOLS�KDG� IRXQG� -HVXV��KH�TXLFNO\�EHFDPH�DFWLYH� LQ�EULQJLQJ�VRPHRQH�HOVH� WR�&KULVW���-RKQ���������´7KH�QH[W�GD\�-HVXV�GHFLGHG�WR�OHDYH�IRU�*DOLOHH��)LQGLQJ�3KLOLS��KH�VDLG�WR�KLP���)ROORZ�PH���
3KLOLS��OLNH�$QGUHZ�DQG�3HWHU��ZDV�IURP�WKH�WRZQ�RI�%HWKVDLGD��
3KLOLS�IRXQG�1DWKDQDHO�DQG�WROG�KLP���:H�KDYH�IRXQG�WKH�RQH�0RVHV�ZURWH�DERXW�LQ�WKH�/DZ��DQG�DERXW�ZKRP�WKH�SURSKHWV�DOVR�ZURWH���-HVXV�RI�1D]DUHWK��WKH�VRQ�RI�-RVHSK����1,9��
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&KDSWHU�6L[�
1RZ�<RX�0XVW�.HHS�7KHP�

 
Seeking and finding is only half of the story. The other aspect, which is even more 
important, is how to conserve and keep the people that God helps you to find. This is 
the secret of keeping that back door closed so that people do not enter through the 
front door, and then leave again through the rear door. 
 
Many churches are good at finding and winning people, but are weak in the area of 
conserving the harvest. Many people stream through the front door, possibly “making 
a decision for Christ,” but after some weeks or months they leave again to return to 
their former life. 
 
What are some of the important principles that must be observed in order to ensure 
that people continue in their new found faith, growing in Christ and fitting into the 
structure of God’s Kingdom? 
 

758(�)5,(1'6+,3�,6�7+(�9,7$/�.(<��
As in evangelism, so in conserving the results of evangelism, friendship is the vital 
key. Many church surveys have clearly and consistently shown that most persons who 
come to Christ do so because a friend invites them. Something like 85% of all 
newcomers to church, have been brought by a friend. So, friendship is obviously a 
vital key to winning people to Christ and it is also an essential aspect of seeing them 
continue in the Faith and in Christian fellowship. 
 

/(7·6�%(�)5,(1'/<�
Every member of a church should be actively persuaded and encouraged to become a 
friendly person. Irrespective of natural temperament, by God’s grace and help, we can 
all show ourselves to be friendly. Should you be a naturally shy and retiring person, 
there are many others like you who would appreciate and enjoy your presence and 
company. Friendliness is an attitude that most persons can develop to a greater or 
lesser degree. the process may go something like this :- �

1: Hello. Meet and greet people. 

2: Explore. Ask pertinent questions, explore their needs. 

3: Learn. Discover all you can about them. Learn to understand them. 

4: Progress. Let every encounter further develop relationship. 

Once a Christian has brought a friend to Christ, they become the obvious one to 
encourage them along in their new found Faith. They must use their ties of friendship 
to nurture their friend in the things of God.  
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True friendship must contain the following 
 

Fun 

Relationship 

Inspiration 

Encouragement 

Nurturing 

Development 

Support 

7KH�2IIHU�2I�)ULHQGVKLS�0XVW�%H�*HQXLQH�
It must be unconditional, not “you do this and I’ll be your friend.” 
It must be without guile. If a person senses that you have a hidden agenda and ulterior 
motives, they will soon become disenchanted with your friendship. If they realise that 
you are more interested in “adding them to your church membership,” than in their 
personal well being, that person will usually reject your proposal of friendship. 
 6KRZ�<RXUVHOYHV�)ULHQGO\�
Many of the people that venture into a church are looking for fulfilment and 
friendship. If they discover it in a church, they are very likely to attach themselves to 
that church. 
 
Prov 18:24 ´$�PDQ�ZKR�KDV�IULHQGV�PXVW�KLPVHOI�EH�IULHQGO\��EXW�WKHUH�LV�D�IULHQG�ZKR�VWLFNV�FORVHU�WKDQ�D�EURWKHU���1.-��
Every church should therefore encourage its members to be friendly, with each other, 
and towards persons outside the church. Unfortunately some churches are so religious 
and formal in their behaviour and activities that their environment is not conducive to 
warm expressions of friendship. I sincerely believe that the local church ought to be 
the happiest and friendliest place in town! Any church that is not ought to take 
immediate and specific steps to remedy that sad situation. 
�
�0DQ\�&KXUFKHV�0XVW�(PEUDFH�&KDQJH�,Q�7KLV�5HVSHFW��
They must choose in favour of love instead of legalism, and friendliness instead of 
formality. 
 
As in many other matters, the pastor and associate leaders, should set the example of 
friendliness. Their overt friendliness should inspire and encourage the members to 
manifest friendliness too. The pastor’s image and influence in terms of friendliness 
must set the lead. If the pastoral team are not friendly, it is doubtful that the members 
will be. 
 
When any new believer discovers a church fellowship filled with friendly people, that 
becomes a tremendous incentive to join that church. Many new believers forfeit their 
old friends when they become committed Christians so they urgently need to find new 
Christian friends to take their place. 
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There are many programs that may be adopted to help conserve new converts, but 
none of them will work if they are not applied by genuinely warm, friendly, 
empathetic Christians. 
�
�(QFRXUDJH�6WURQJ�5HODWLRQVKLSV�
An initial show of friendliness is not sufficient. Genuine friendliness must inevitably 
lead to friendships and friendships to deeper relationships. The offer of friendship 
must extend far beyond the public gatherings. Genuine friendship will form a 
relationship that offers concern and support in the every day issues and problems of 
life. 
�
�)DPLO\�5HODWLRQVKLSV�
Amongst the numerous analogies for the church is that of a family, -the family of 
God. Every church member has a role to fulfil in that family. Listen to the words of 
Paul :- 
 
1 Tim 4:16-5:2 ´7DNH�KHHG�XQWR�WK\VHOI��DQG�XQWR�WKH�GRFWULQH��FRQWLQXH�LQ�WKHP��IRU�LQ�GRLQJ�WKLV�WKRX�VKDOW�ERWK�VDYH�WK\VHOI��DQG�WKHP�WKDW�KHDU�WKHH�µ�
 � 7LP��������´5HEXNH�QRW�DQ�HOGHU��EXW�LQWUHDW�KLP�DV�D�IDWKHU��DQG�WKH�\RXQJHU�PHQ�DV�EUHWKUHQ��7KH�HOGHU�ZRPHQ�DV�PRWKHUV��WKH�\RXQJHU�DV�VLVWHUV��ZLWK�DOO�SXULW\���.-9��
Titus 2:1-7 ´%XW�VSHDN�WKRX�WKH�WKLQJV�ZKLFK�EHFRPH�VRXQG�GRFWULQH��7KDW�WKH�DJHG�PHQ�EH�VREHU��JUDYH��WHPSHUDWH��VRXQG�LQ�IDLWK��LQ�FKDULW\��LQ�SDWLHQFH��7KH�DJHG�ZRPHQ� OLNHZLVH�� WKDW� WKH\�EH� LQ�EHKDYLRXU�DV�EHFRPHWK�KROLQHVV�� QRW� IDOVH�DFFXVHUV��QRW� JLYHQ� WR�PXFK�ZLQH��WHDFKHUV�RI�JRRG�WKLQJV��7KDW�WKH\�PD\�WHDFK�WKH�\RXQJ�ZRPHQ�WR�EH�VREHU��WR�ORYH�WKHLU�KXVEDQGV��WR�ORYH�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��7R� EH� GLVFUHHW�� FKDVWH�� NHHSHUV� DW� KRPH�� JRRG�� REHGLHQW� WR� WKHLU� RZQ� KXVEDQGV�� WKDW� WKH� ZRUG� RI� *RG� EH� QRW�EODVSKHPHG��<RXQJ�PHQ�OLNHZLVH�H[KRUW�WR�EH�VREHU�PLQGHG��,Q�DOO�WKLQJV�VKHZLQJ�WK\VHOI�D�SDWWHUQ�RI�JRRG�ZRUNV��LQ�GRFWULQH�VKHZLQJ�XQFRUUXSWQHVV�µ��.-9��
�
�:KDW�,V�´6RXQG�'RFWULQH"µ�
In both of these passages, Paul is exhorting younger men to “practise sound doctrine.” 
In each case he then proceeds to outline the structure of the Body of Christ. 
 +H�HQFRXUDJHV����
The older men, to be fathers in the Faith. 
The older women to be “mothers.” 
To treat the young women as sisters, in all purity. 
Treat other young men as brothers.  
 
We see a local fellowship that is comprised of “Fathers, Mothers, Sisters and Brothers 
in the Faith.” So every new believer should inherit these “relatives” in Christ. Every 
new convert should have the benefit of spiritual fathers, mothers, sisters and brothers. 
�
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�*URXQGHG�,Q�7KH�)DLWK�
Eph 3:17-19 ´7KDW�&KULVW�PD\�GZHOO�LQ�\RXU�KHDUWV�E\�IDLWK��WKDW�\H��EHLQJ�URRWHG�DQG�JURXQGHG�LQ�ORYH��0D\�EH�DEOH�WR�FRPSUHKHQG�ZLWK�DOO�VDLQWV�ZKDW�LV�WKH�EUHDGWK��DQG�OHQJWK��DQG�GHSWK��DQG�KHLJKW��$QG�WR�NQRZ�WKH� ORYH�RI�&KULVW��ZKLFK�SDVVHWK�NQRZOHGJH�� WKDW�\H�PLJKW�EH� ILOOHG�ZLWK�DOO� WKH� IXOQHVV�RI�*RG�µ��.-9��
Col 1:23 ´,I�\RX�FRQWLQXH�LQ�WKH�IDLWK��JURXQGHG�DQG�VHWWOHG��DQG�EH�QRW�PRYHG�IURP�WKH�KRSH�RI�WKH�*RVSHO��ZKLFK�\RX�KDYH�KHDUG�µ�
 
New believers need to become “rooted and grounded” in their faith. This must be 
accomplished by teaching and discipling them. It can be done in a “New Believers 
Class,” a Bible study on the foundations of the Christian Faith, conducted especially 
for new converts. In these classes believers can be prepared for and experience water 
baptism, the infilling of the Spirit, how to live the Christian life, etc. 
�
�,GHQWLI\�7KHLU�*LIWV�$QG�*HW�7KHP�,QYROYHG�
New believers should become involved in the life and service of the church as soon as 
possible. To accomplish this their potential gifts must be identified and nurtured. 
Every church should have a means of identifying a person’s giftings. 
Opportunities should be provided for those gifts to be developed and used. 
When new believers become involved in the ministry of the church, their own faith 
will be strengthened. 
�
�7KH\�:LOO�$OVR�%OHVV�$QG�(GLI\�2WKHUV�
Nurturing through small group involvement 
The early New Testament church met together regularly in small (house) groups. This 
kind of fellowship, and the relationships it fosters, is essential to the full orbed 
development of new believers. 
 6PDOO�*URXSV�$UH�6FULSWXUDO�
Acts 2:46-47 ´$QG�WKH\��FRQWLQXLQJ�GDLO\�ZLWK�RQH�DFFRUG�LQ�WKH�WHPSOH��DQG�EUHDNLQJ�EUHDG�IURP�KRXVH�WR�KRXVH��GLG�HDW�WKHLU�PHDW�ZLWK�JODGQHVV�DQG�VLQJOHQHVV�RI�KHDUW��3UDLVLQJ�*RG��DQG�KDYLQJ�IDYRXU�ZLWK�DOO�WKH�SHRSOH��$QG�WKH�/RUG�DGGHG�WR�WKH�FKXUFK�GDLO\�VXFK�DV�VKRXOG�EH�VDYHG�µ��.-9���6PDOO�*URXSV�6KRXOG�%H�6XSSRUWLYH�
Support for new believers, available in the small group setting, is the most personal 
kind obtainable. True friendships and close relationships can be forged in this context, 
in contrast to the large congregation model which is often more formal and less 
personal. The household setting in which small groups are usually convened is much 
more conducive to openness, honesty and real spiritual development. 
�
�6PDOO�*URXSV�$IIRUG�6XFFRXU�
Succour is the advice, help and assistance given to a person who is suffering or 
experiencing some kind of difficulties. It is usually very practical and is ministered 
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directly to the point of need. It frequently needs to be rendered regularly often over a 
long period of time. So it requires someone who can be along-side the person 
consistently. It would be very difficult for the pastor of a large church to make himself 
available to an individual in this manner. However, a small group, and individuals 
within that group, can afford to give more time to an individual. 
�
�*HQXLQH�7UDQVIRUPDWLRQ�&DQ�%H�$FKLHYHG�
The small group environment is ideal for the development of life transformation. New 
believers are intimately exposed to the lives of their Christian peers, gaining the 
advantage of observing and emulating their Kingdom lifestyle. The practice of truth is 
best achieved in the intimacy of a small group. Mentors can function with their 
apprentices, holding each other accountable in their walk with God. 
�
�7KH�6PDOO�*URXS�,V�&RQGXFLYH�7R����
Greater openness and honesty. 
Deeper levels of sharing. 
Personal and friendly support. 
Mutual spiritual accountability. 
�
�6PDOO�*URXSV�&DQ�3UDFWLVH�(YDQJHOLVP�
Small groups, especially house groups, provide one of the best environments for pre-
believers. The venue and atmosphere is far less strange and threatening than that of a 
traditional church. The environment is more informal and non-Christians often feel 
much more relaxed. The Gospel can be presented to them through the warm 
friendship of the believers before they are faced with a proclamation. 
�
�,QWHQVLYH�6XSSRUW�*URXSV�
These groups are convened especially for people with specific debilitating problems, 
e.g. alcoholism, drug dependency, single parents, persons with nervous disorders, etc. 
This group needs very mature leadership, preferably by persons who have 
experienced one or more of these conditions and has received specialised training in 
these problems. If possible, that person should be professionally qualified, or have the 
covering of such a person. 
 
The group must meet regularly and often. Meetings should be informal, intimate and 
positively supportive. In addition to these gatherings each member of the group must 
be able to contact other members quickly at any time. Their mutual support of each 
other must be available at all times and not merely at the convened gatherings. 
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&KDSWHU�6HYHQ�
7R�6HHN�$QG�7R�6DYH�

 
Luke 19:10 ´)RU�WKH�6RQ�RI�0DQ�FDPH�WR�VHHN�DQG�WR�VDYH�ZKDW�ZDV�ORVW����1,9���
In modern terminology, the earthly mission of Jesus might be termed a “Search and 
Rescue Mission.” Wherever He went He was constantly aware of people and 
conscious of their deepest needs. The frequency with which He “came across” people, 
suggests an innate destiny that caused Him, consciously and sub-consciously, to seek 
out people who needed Him. His meetings with the various characters in the Gospels 
is obviously more than chance or coincidence. Whenever He met such persons, He 
inevitably began to initiate a rescue plan, for He had come both to seek and to save 
those who were lost. His meeting with Zacchaeus is a good example. 
 
Luke 19:1-10 ´-HVXV�HQWHUHG�-HULFKR�DQG�ZDV�SDVVLQJ�WKURXJK��$�PDQ�ZDV�WKHUH�E\�WKH�QDPH�RI�=DFFKDHXV��KH�ZDV�D�FKLHI�WD[�FROOHFWRU�DQG�ZDV�ZHDOWK\��+H�ZDQWHG�WR� VHH�ZKR�-HVXV�ZDV��EXW�EHLQJ�D�VKRUW�PDQ�KH�FRXOG�QRW��EHFDXVH�RI� WKH�FURZG��6R�KH�UDQ�DKHDG�DQG�FOLPEHG�D�V\FDPRUH�ILJ�WUHH�WR�VHH�KLP��VLQFH�-HVXV�ZDV�FRPLQJ�WKDW�ZD\��:KHQ�-HVXV�UHDFKHG�WKH�VSRW��KH�ORRNHG�XS�DQG�VDLG�WR�KLP���=DFFKDHXV��FRPH�GRZQ�LPPHGLDWHO\��,�PXVW�VWD\�DW�\RXU�KRXVH�WRGD\���6R�KH�FDPH�GRZQ�DW�RQFH�DQG�ZHOFRPHG�KLP�JODGO\��$OO�WKH�SHRSOH�VDZ�WKLV�DQG�EHJDQ�WR�PXWWHU���+H�KDV�JRQH�WR�EH�WKH�JXHVW�RI�D�
VLQQHU�
��%XW�=DFFKDHXV�VWRRG�XS�DQG�VDLG�WR�WKH�/RUG���/RRN��/RUG��+HUH�DQG�QRZ�,�JLYH�KDOI�RI�P\�SRVVHVVLRQV�WR�WKH�SRRU��DQG�LI�,�KDYH�FKHDWHG�DQ\ERG\�RXW�RI�DQ\WKLQJ��,�ZLOO�SD\�EDFN�IRXU�WLPHV�WKH�DPRXQW���-HVXV�VDLG�WR�KLP���7RGD\�VDOYDWLRQ�KDV�FRPH�WR�WKLV�KRXVH��EHFDXVH�WKLV�PDQ��WRR��LV�D�VRQ�RI�$EUDKDP��)RU�WKH�6RQ�RI�0DQ�FDPH�WR�VHHN�DQG�WR�VDYH�ZKDW�ZDV�ORVW����1,9��
�
�:K\�-HVXV�&DPH�
This incident indicates numerous aspects of the effective cross-cultural 
communication principles that Jesus constantly employed in His contact with 
mankind. It depicts the meeting of two persons from extremely different cultures and 
life styles, and the effectual communication that transpired between them. It illustrates 
Christ’s constant sensitivity to the cultural barriers that must be overcome in order to 
positively and effectively communicate the transforming truth of the Gospel. 
 
The first clue is the use of the phrase, “The Son of man,” a term that emphasises the 
humanity of Christ that enabled Him to fully identify with mankind. St. Luke uses this 
phrase consistently for his is the Gospel that particularly emphasises Christ in His role 
as the Son of man. We could almost say that verse 10, 
“For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” virtually 
summarises the main theme of this entire Gospel and clearly conveys the whole 
purpose of Jesus as Saviour. 
 
Someone has expressed it this way; “The Son of God, became the son of man, that the 
sons of men might become the sons of God.” 
�

Vast libraries of books, essays and theses have been published on the subject of the 
incarnation and its many profound implications. Scholars and theologians throughout 
the ages have studied and speculated on its mysteries. God’s reasons and purposes 
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have been scrutinised and many theories propounded, but the primary, underlying 
purpose of God visiting the earth in human form, was clearly to seek and save those 
who were lost. 
�
�&KULVW�-HVXV�&DPH�,QWR�7KH�:RUOG�7R�6DYH�6LQQHUV�
1 Tim 1:15 ´+HUH�LV�D�WUXVWZRUWK\�VD\LQJ�WKDW�GHVHUYHV� IXOO�DFFHSWDQFH��&KULVW�-HVXV�FDPH�LQWR�WKH�ZRUOG�WR�VDYH�VLQQHUV���RI�ZKRP�,�DP�WKH�ZRUVW�µ��1,9��
In order for Him to accomplish this, it was necessary for Him to assume the life form 
of those He came to save. This process is known as the incarnation, or “God manifest 
in flesh,” the mysterious means by which the transcendent God achieved immanence 
and proximity to fallen mankind. 
�
�*RG�%HFDPH�)OHVK�
John 1:14 ´7KH�:RUG���*RG���EHFDPH�IOHVK�DQG�PDGH�KLV�GZHOOLQJ�DPRQJ�XV��:H�KDYH�VHHQ�KLV�JORU\��WKH�JORU\�RI�WKH�2QH�DQG�2QO\��ZKR�FDPH�IURP�WKH�)DWKHU��IXOO�RI�JUDFH�DQG�WUXWK�µ��1,9��
In order to redeem mankind, Almighty God laid aside His transcendent glory and 

poured Himself into the limitations of a human frame. He humbled Himself, from 
Divinity to humanity, from heaven to earth, from Heavenly glory to earthly shame. He 
willingly did this that, “In Christ,” He might reconcile the world of man to Himself. 
 
The word incarnation comes from the Latin “in-carne” ( flesh ) signifying the 
voluntary act of assuming flesh. A theological definition might be, :- “The gracious, 
voluntary act of the Son of God in assuming a human body and a human nature.” 
�
�*RG�:DV�´,Q�&KULVWµ�
2 Cor 5:19 ´QDPHO\��WKDW�*RG�ZDV�LQ�&KULVW��UHFRQFLOLQJ�WKH�ZRUOG�WR�+LPVHOI�µ��1$6��
 
The apostle Paul refers to this mysterious process in his epistle to the Philippians, 
forcefully reminding us that if God Himself was willing to humble and humiliate 
Himself in order to identify with man, we should adopt the same humble attitude and 
do whatever is necessary to effectively communicate with our fellow man regardless 
of race, religion or social status. 
�
�&KULVW�+XPEOHG�+LPVHOI�
Phil 2:5-8 ´+DYH�WKLV�PLQG�LQ�\RX��ZKLFK�ZDV�DOVR�LQ�&KULVW�-HVXV��ZKR��H[LVWLQJ�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�*RG��FRXQWHG�QRW�WKH�EHLQJ�RQ�DQ�HTXDOLW\�ZLWK�*RG�D�WKLQJ�WR�EH�JUDVSHG��EXW�HPSWLHG�KLPVHOI��WDNLQJ�WKH�IRUP�RI�D�VHUYDQW��EHLQJ�PDGH�LQ�WKH�OLNHQHVV�RI�PHQ��DQG�EHLQJ�IRXQG�LQ�IDVKLRQ�DV�D�PDQ��KH�KXPEOHG�KLPVHOI��EHFRPLQJ�REHGLHQW��HYHQ��XQWR�GHDWK��\HD��WKH�GHDWK�RI�WKH�FURVV�µ��$69��
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Paul’s reference to the incarnation contains several basic principles that are necessary 
to successful cross-cultural communication. viz, 
 �� +H�ZLOOLQJO\�DGRSWHG�DQ�DWWLWXGH�RI�PHHNQHVV�DQG�KXPLOLW\��
�� +H�GLG�QRW�VWULYH�WR�UHWDLQ�WKH�LQKHUHQW�SULYLOHJHV�RI�+LV�RULJLQDO�FXOWXUDO�HQYLURQPHQW��
�� +H�GLYHVWHG�+LPVHOI��DV�RQH�SXWWLQJ�RII�D�JDUPHQW��RI�WKH�LQGLFDWLRQV�RI�+LV�VXSHULRU�VWDWLRQ��

$ VRQJ�ZULWHU��WKH�ODWH�:LOOLDP�%RRWK�&OLEERUQ�VD\V����:LWKRXW�UHOXFWDQFH��IOHVK�DQG�EORRG�+LV�VXEVWDQFH��+H�WRRN�WKH�IRUP�RI�PDQ��UHYHDOHG�*RG·V�KLGGHQ�SODQ��*RG��JUDFLRXV�WHQGHU��ODLG�DVLGH�+LV�VSOHQGRXU�6WRRSLQJ�WR�ZRR��WR�ZLQ��WR�VDYH�P\�VRXO��
 �� +H�FORWKHG�+LPVHOI� LQ� WKH� OLNHQHVV�RI�PHQ��+H� DVVXPHG� WKH� H[DFW� DSSHDUDQFH�RI�PDQ�� ,Q�GRLQJ�VR�+H�KXPEO\�DGDSWHG�+LPVHOI�WR�+LV�WDUJHW�HQYLURQPHQW��

�� +H�PHHNO\�DVVXPHG�WKH�UROH��DSSHDUDQFH��DQG�KXPEOH�DWWLWXGH�RI�D�VHUYDQW��
�� +H�KXPEO\�DFFHSWHG�WKH�OLPLWDWLRQV�RI�IOHVK�DQG�EORRG��
�� +H�ZLOOLQJO\�HPEUDFHG�GHDWK��'HDWK�KDG�QR�OHJDO�FODLP�XSRQ�+LP��EXW�+H�IUHHO\�VXEPLWWHG�+LPVHOI�WR�LW��+H�H[HPSOLILHG�GHDWK�WR�+LV�RZQ�ZLOO��´1RW�P\�ZLOO�EXW�\RXUV�EH�GRQH�µ�/XNH���������:H�0XVW�+XPEOH�2XUVHOYHV�
Paul asserts that since Christ was willing to do all this for us, we as His followers, 
should gladly adopt the same attitude as He. 
 �� 7KH�PHUFLHV� WKDW�*RG�KDV� IUHHO\�EHVWRZHG�RQ�XV�� DW� VXFK�JUHDW�SULFH� WR�+LV�EHORYHG�6RQ��VKRXOG�FRQVWUDLQ�XV�WR�DGRSW�D�VLPLODU�DWWLWXGH�WR�WKDW�RI�-HVXV��:H�VKRXOG�EH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�VHUYH�RWKHUV��DV�+H�KDV�VHUYHG�XV��

 5RP��������´7KHUHIRUH��,�XUJH�\RX��EURWKHUV�� LQ�YLHZ�RI�*RG
V�PHUF\�� WR�RIIHU� \RXU�ERGLHV�DV� OLYLQJ� VDFULILFHV��KRO\�DQG�SOHDVLQJ�WR�*RG���WKLV�LV�\RXU�VSLULWXDO�DFW�RI�ZRUVKLS��'R�QRW�FRQIRUP�DQ\�ORQJHU�WR�WKH�SDWWHUQ�RI�WKLV�ZRUOG��EXW�EH�WUDQVIRUPHG�E\�WKH�UHQHZLQJ�RI�\RXU�PLQG��7KHQ�\RX�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�WHVW�DQG�DSSURYH�ZKDW�*RG
V�ZLOO�LV���KLV�JRRG��SOHDVLQJ�DQG�SHUIHFW�ZLOO�µ��1,9�
�� &KULVW·V�ORYH�LQ�RXU�KHDUWV��VKRXOG�HQFRXUDJH�XV�WR�DGRSW�D�KXPEOH�SRVWXUH�WRZDUGV�RWKHUV��MXVW�DV�-HVXV�GLG��

 �� :H� VKRXOG� JODGO\�EH�ZLOOLQJ� WR� IRUIHLW� DQ\� SULYLOHJHV� DQG�EHQHILWV� WKDW�PD\�EH�SDUW� RI� RXU�LQKHULWHG�FXOWXUH��LQ�RUGHU�WR�JDLQ�HQWU\�WR�WKH�FXOWXUDO�HQYLURQPHQW�RI�WKRVH�ZH�DUH�RUGDLQHG�RI�*RG�WR�UHDFK���
 �� :H� VKRXOG� HQGHDYRXU� WR� VRPH� GHJUHH� WR� UHVSHFW� DQG� KRQRXU� WKH� FXOWXUDO� DVSHFWV� RI� RXU�QHLJKERXUV�VRFLHW\��
 �� :H� VKRXOG� DOZD\V� DYRLG� D� SDWHUQDOLVWLF� DQG� SDWURQLVLQJ� DWWLWXGH� WRZDUGV� RXU� QHLJKERXUV�FXOWXUH��2XU�DWWLWXGH�VKRXOG�UDWKHU�EH�WKDW�RI�D�´SDUDFOHWRV�µ��RQH�ZKR�VWDQGV�E\�WKHLU�VLGH�WR�KHOS�DQG�FRPIRUW�WKHP����� :H�VKRXOG�EH�ZLOOLQJ� WR�´GLHµ� WR�RXU�RZQ�ZD\V�� HVSHFLDOO\� WKRVH�RI� HJR��SULGH�� IHHOLQJV�RI�VXSHULRULW\��:H�QHHG�WR�´GLHµ�WR�RXUVHOYHV�WKDW�ZH�PD\�EHJLQ�WR�OLYH�XQWR�RXU�QHLJKERXU���
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�� :H�VKRXOG�ZLOOLQJO\�DFFHSW�WKH�OLPLWDWLRQV�DQG�UHVWULFWLRQV�RI�RXU�DGRSWHG�VRFLHW\��UDWKHU�WKDQ�DQWLFLSDWLQJ�SULYLOHJHG�WUHDWPHQW�EHFDXVH�RI�RXU�EDFNJURXQG�DQG�VWDWLRQ���
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&KDSWHU�(LJKW�
%ULQJLQJ�$�3HUVRQ�7R�&KULVW�

 ��� ,PSUHVV�7KH�8QLYHUVDO�1HHG�2I�6DOYDWLRQ�
´)RU�$//�KDYH�VLQQHG�DQG�FRPH�VKRUW�RI�*RG·V�VWDQGDUG�µ�5RP�������*RG�GRHV�QRW�WHOO�SHRSOH�WKH\�DUH�VLQQHUV�WR�FRQGHPQ�WKHP��EXW�WKDW�+H�PLJKW�VDYH�WKHP��+H� GRHV� QRW� FRQYLFW� WKHP�RI� WKHLU� VLQ� EHFDXVH�+H�KDWHV� WKHP�� EXW� EHFDXVH�+H�/29(6�WKHP��+H�GRHV�QRW�FRQYLFW�WKHP�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�+LV�HQHPLHV��EXW�EHFDXVH�+H�ZDQWV�WKHP�WR�EH�+LV�IULHQGV��

�
���� ,QWURGXFH�7KH�6DYLRXU�3HUVRQDOO\�

$V�ZH�HQGHDYRXU�WR�EULQJ�SHRSOH�WR�*RG�ZH�VKRXOG�QRW�LQWURGXFH�WKHP�WR�D�GRFWULQH��EXW�WR� D� SHUVRQ�� 6DOYDWLRQ�GRHV� QRW� FRPH� WKURXJK�NQRZLQJ� WKH� GRFWULQHV� RI�&KULVWLDQLW\�� EXW�WKURXJK�NQRZLQJ�WKH�OLYLQJ�&KULVW��7UXH�&KULVWLDQLW\�LV�127�D�UHOLJLRQ�LQ�ZKLFK�RQH�OHDUQV�WKH� UXOHV� DQG� HQGHDYRXUV� WR� REH\� DQG� IROORZ� WKHP� WR� WKH� EHVW� RI� WKHLU� DELOLW\�� *RG·V�VDOYDWLRQ�LV�LQYHVWHG�LQ�D�SHUVRQ��7KDW�SHUVRQ�LV�-HVXV��+H�LV�WKH�RQH�WKH�VLQQHU�PXVW�PHHW�DQG�UHFHLYH��
 -RKQ���������´<HW�WR�DOO�ZKR�UHFHLYHG�KLP��WR�WKRVH�ZKR�EHOLHYHG�LQ�KLV�QDPH��KH�JDYH�WKH�ULJKW�WR�EHFRPH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�*RG���FKLOGUHQ�ERUQ�QRW�RI�QDWXUDO�GHVFHQW��QRU�RI�KXPDQ�GHFLVLRQ�RU�D�KXVEDQG
V�ZLOO��EXW�ERUQ�RI�*RG�µ��1,9��
�
���� ,QLWLDWH�7KH�5LJKW�$FWLRQ�

5HY������´+HUH�,�DP��,�VWDQG�DW�WKH�GRRU�DQG�NQRFN��,I�DQ\RQH�KHDUV�P\�YRLFH�DQG�RSHQV�WKH�GRRU��,�ZLOO�FRPH�LQ�DQG�HDW�ZLWK�KLP��DQG�KH�ZLWK�PH�µ��1,9��
7KH� LPDJH� RI� &KULVW�� VWDQGLQJ� EHIRUH� D� FORVHG� GRRU�� SDWLHQWO\� NQRFNLQJ� DQG� DZDLWLQJ� D�UHVSRQVH�� FRQYH\V� WKH� VLWXDWLRQ� FOHDUO\��:KHQ�ZH� HQJDJH� VRPHRQH� LQ� FRQYHUVDWLRQ� DERXW�&KULVW��+H�VWDQGV�EHIRUH�WKHP��SDWLHQWO\�VHHNLQJ�HQWU\��0DNH�WKHP�DZDUH�RI�WKLV��7HOO�WKHP�FOHDUO\� WKDW�&KULVW� LV�NQRFNLQJ� DW� WKH�GRRU�RI� WKHLU� OLIH� VHHNLQJ� DQ�RSHQLQJ� DQG�HQWU\� LQWR�WKHLU�OLIH��+DYH�WKHP�LPDJLQH�WKLV�SLFWXUH�DQG�HQFRXUDJH�WKHP�WR�UHVSRQG�SRVLWLYHO\�LQ�IDLWK��WR�WKH�RYHUWXUH�RI�-HVXV���*HQWO\�HQFRXUDJH�WKHP�WR�RSHQ�WKH�GRRU��+DYH�WKHP�YHUEDOO\�UHTXHVW�-HVXV�LQWR�WKHLU� OLIH��<RX� FDQ� OHDG� WKHP� LQ� VXFK� DQ� LQYLWDWLRQ�� 6SHDN� LW� RXW� FOHDUO\� DQG� KDYH� WKHP� UHSHDW� WKH�ZRUGV�DIWHU�\RX�DQG�VSHDN�WKHP�IURP�WKHLU�KHDUW��7KHQ�HQFRXUDJH�WKHP�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�-HVXV�DOZD\V�KRQRXUV�+LV�ZRUG��,I�+H�VD\V��´,�ZLOO�FRPH�LQ�µ�WKHQ�+H�ZLOO�GHILQLWHO\�GR�VR��6KRZ�WKHP�DJDLQ�WKDW�WR�DOO�ZKR�UHFHLYH�+LP�LQ�WKLV�PDQQHU��+H�ZLOO�LPSDUW�WKH�SRZHU�WR�EHFRPH�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�*RG���-RKQ������´7R�DV�PDQ\�DV�UHFHLYHG�+LP�+H�JDYH�SRZHU�WR�EHFRPH�WKH�VRQV�RI�*RG�µ��1,9��

�
���� (QFRXUDJH�7KH�3HUVRQ�7R�3UD\�$ORXG�

3UD\HU�LV�VLPSO\�WDONLQJ�DQG�FRQYHUVLQJ�ZLWK�*RG��:H�GR�QRW�QHHG�WR�UHVRUW�WR�VRPH�VSHFLDO�UHOLJLRXV� ODQJXDJH�WR�VSHDN�ZLWK�+LP��:H�VLPSO\�QHHG�WR�WDON��DV�ZH�ZRXOG�WR�DQ\�IULHQG��7KLV�LV�D�JRRG�WLPH�WR�VWDUW�WKH�SHUVRQ�SUD\LQJ��$�JRRG�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�JLYH�WKHP�WKHLU�ILUVW�OHVVRQ� LQ� SUD\HU��(QFRXUDJH� WKHP� WR� VSHDN� WR�*RG� DORXG�� LQ� D� QRUPDO� YRLFH�� XVLQJ� WKHLU�HYHU\�GD\�ODQJXDJH�DQG�H[SUHVVLRQV��/HW�WKH�SUD\HU�EH�IURP�WKH�KHDUW��
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 ��� *HW�7KHP�7R�&RQIHVV�&KULVW�$V�6RRQ�$V�3RVVLEOH��5RP�������
<RX�VKRXOG�DOVR� LPPHGLDWHO\�HQFRXUDJH� WKHP�WR� WHOO� VRPHRQH�RI� WKHLU�H[SHULHQFH��7KLV� LV�FDOOHG�´&RQIHVVLQJ�&KULVW�WR�RWKHUV�µ�,W� LV�RIWHQ�WKH�IDFWRU�WKDW� LQWURGXFHV�DQ�DVVXUDQFH�RI�VDOYDWLRQ� LQWR� WKHLU� KHDUW�� $V� WKH\� WHOO� VRPHRQH� HOVH� WKDW� WKH\� KDYH� UHFHLYHG� &KULVW�� WKH�FRQILGHQFH�LV�VWUHQJWKHQHG�ZLWKLQ�WKHLU�RZQ�KHDUW���5RP���������´%XW�ZKDW�GRHV�LW�VD\"��7KH�ZRUG�LV�QHDU�\RX��LW�LV�LQ�\RXU�PRXWK�DQG�LQ�\RXU�KHDUW���WKDW�LV��WKH�ZRUG�RI�IDLWK�ZH�DUH�SURFODLPLQJ��7KDW�LI�\RX�FRQIHVV�ZLWK�\RXU�PRXWK���-HVXV�LV�/RUG���DQG�EHOLHYH�LQ�\RXU�KHDUW�WKDW�*RG�UDLVHG�KLP�IURP�WKH�GHDG��\RX�ZLOO�EH�VDYHG��)RU�LW�LV�ZLWK�\RXU�KHDUW�WKDW�\RX�EHOLHYH�DQG�DUH�MXVWLILHG��DQG�LW�LV�ZLWK�\RXU�PRXWK�WKDW�\RX�FRQIHVV�DQG�DUH�VDYHG�µ��1,9��

�
� 7KH�$VVXUDQFH�2I�6DOYDWLRQ�,V�3URGXFHG�%\��

D� 7KH�:RUG�2I�*RG��5HDGLQJ�2U�+HDULQJ�,W�
7KH� WKHPH� RI� VDOYDWLRQ� UXQV� WKURXJKRXW� WKH� %LEOH� OLNH� D� WKLQ� UHG� OLQH�� ,W� EHJLQV� LQ�*HQHVLV�DQG�FRQWLQXHV� ULJKW� WKURXJK� WR�5HYHODWLRQ��7KH�PRUH�ZH� UHDG� WKH�%LEOH�� WKH�PRUH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�KDV�WR�WHDFK�XV�PRUH�DERXW�*RG·V�VDOYDWLRQ��$V�+H�GRHV�VR��WKH�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�DVVXUDQFH�RI�VDOYDWLRQ�LV�VWUHQJWKHQHG�ZLWKLQ�XV��

 E� +DYLQJ�)DLWK�,Q�7KDW�:RUG�
7KH�:RUG� LV�*RG� LV� SHUVRQDOLVHG� DQG� DFWLYDWHG� E\� IDLWK�� $V�ZH� UHDG� DQG� VWXG\� WKH�%LEOH��ZH�PXVW�DOORZ�RXU�IDLWK�WR�KDYH�KHDOWK\�H[SUHVVLRQ��$SSO\�ZKDW�\RX�UHDG�WR�\RXU�RZQ�OLIH��%HOLHYH�WKDW�*RG�ZLOO�IXOILO�DOO�+LV�SURPLVHV��7KH�%LEOH�LV�QRW�LQWHQGHG�VLPSO\�WR�LQFUHDVH�\RXU�KHDG�NQRZOHGJH��EXW�WR�VWUHQJWKHQ�\RXU�KHDUW�EHOLHI��

 F� 0DNLQJ�$�&RQIHVVLRQ�2I�)DLWK��
7KH�%LEOH�IUHTXHQWO\�VSHDNV�DERXW�´&RQIHVVLQJ�ZLWK�\RXU�PRXWK�ZKDW�\RX�EHOLHYH� LQ�\RXU�KHDUW�µ�7KHUH� LV� VRPHWKLQJ� DERXW�YHUEDO� FRQIHVVLRQ� WKDW� VWUHQJWKHQV� \RXU� IDLWK��0RGHUQ�FRXQVHOORUV�FDOO�LW��´YHUEDO�VHOI�WDON�µ�,Q�GRLQJ�WKLV�\RX�DUH�IUHTXHQWO\�VSHDNLQJ�WR�\RXU�RZQ�KHDUW��EXW�\RX�VKRXOG�YRFDOLVH� WKH�ZRUGV�DXGLEO\� VR� WKDW�\RXU�RZQ�HDUV�KHDU�D�IDLWK�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�*RG·V�:RUG��

 G� &RQIHVVLQJ�&KULVW�%HIRUH�0HQ�
5RP�������)RU�LW�LV�ZLWK�\RXU�KHDUW�WKDW�\RX�EHOLHYH�DQG�DUH�MXVWLILHG��DQG�LW�LV�ZLWK�\RXU�PRXWK�WKDW�\RX�FRQIHVV�DQG�DUH�VDYHG�µ��1,9��

� , KDYH�IUHTXHQWO\�NQRZQ�SHUVRQV�ZKR�KDYH�´UHFHLYHG�&KULVWµ�E\�IDLWK��EXW�ODWHU�VDLG��´�,�KDYH�QR�DVVXUDQFH�LQ�P\�KHDUW�WKDW�LW�KDV�WUXO\�KDSSHQHG�µ�7KH�ILUVW�WKLQJ�,�DVN�WKHP�LV��´+DYH� \RX� WROG� VRPHRQH� HOVH� DERXW� \RXU� FRPPLWPHQW"µ� ,QYDULDEO\� WKH� DQVZHU� LV�´1R�µ�,�WKHQ�HQFRXUDJH�WKHP�WR�GR�VR�DW�WKH�HDUOLHVW�RSSRUWXQLW\��8VXDOO\��ZKHQ�WKH\�KDYH� GRQH� WKLV�� WKH\� WHOO� PH�� ´1RZ� ,� KDYH� WKH� DVVXUDQFH�µ� 6RPHKRZ�� WKH� YHUEDO�FRQIHVVLRQ�WKDW�RQH�KDV� WUXVWHG�&KULVW� IRU�VDOYDWLRQ��VHHPV�WR�EULQJ�DQG�VWUHQJWKHQ�D�VHQVH�RI�DVVXUDQFH��
�
�
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�

)ROORZLQJ�8S�1HZ�%HOLHYHUV�
Exodus 2:9. ´1XUVH�PH�WKLV�FKLOG�DQG�,�ZLOO�SD\�\RX�ZDJHV�µ�
These words were spoken to Jochebed, Moses’ mother, by the Egyptian princess. 
However, they have real significance for us too. For if we will undertake to “nurse” a 
new convert, God will surely reward us. 
 
These words have always been special to me, for when I was a young believer, God 
spoke them into the heart of an older preacher concerning myself. God actually gave 
him a vision of me who at that time he had never met. The preacher saw me clearly in 
that vision and God told him, “Nurse me this child and I will pay you wages.” Shortly 
after this we met and my friend began to nurse and nourish me in the Faith. In 
retrospect I realised that this preacher was the best person that I ever met to encourage 
and help me. We remained friends for many years and he frequently told me that as he 
watched me growing in Christ, entering the ministry, travelling the world preaching 
the Gospel, God never failed to pay him his wages. They came in the form of  a 
personal spiritual satisfaction of seeing me mature in Christ and in Christian ministry. 
 
Since them I have had the privilege of nursing many others and have also received a 
wage from God. It is the wage of inner joy and satisfaction that comes from helping 
and encouraging new believers to grow. 
Paul told his converts, “you are my joy and my crown.” 

3KLO�����
“Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, that is 
how you should stand firm in the Lord, dear friends!” (NIV) 
�
��� 0DNH�6XUH�7KH\�+DYH�$Q�$VVXUDQFH�2I�6DOYDWLRQ�

/RRN� IRU� HYLGHQFHV� RI� IDLWK� DVVXUDQFH� LQ� WKH� OLYHV� DQG� FRQGXFW� RI� WKH� QHZ� EHOLHYHU��$VN�WKHP�GLUHFWO\�LI�WKH\�VHQVH�WKH�DVVXUDQFH�RI�VDOYDWLRQ�ZLWKLQ��(QGHDYRXU�E\�DOO�PHDQV�WR�KHOS�WKHP�UHDFK�DQ�DVVXUDQFH��6RPH�SHRSOH�GLVFRYHU�LW�PRUH�UHDGLO\�WKDQ�RWKHUV��%H�SDWLHQW�ZLWK�WKH� SHUVRQ�� 3UD\� ZLWK� WKHP� DJDLQ�� *R� RYHU� WKH� SODQ� RI� VDOYDWLRQ� DJDLQ�� ([SODLQ� LW� PRUH�FOHDUO\�DQG�WKRURXJKO\�XQWLO�WKH�DVVXUDQFH�FRPHV��
 �� ,I�7KH�$VVXUDQFH�,V�1RW�7KHUH�,W�&RXOG�%H�%HFDXVH����
D� 7KH\�KDYH�QRW�VLQFHUHO\�UHSHQWHG�RI�DQG�UHQRXQFHG�WKHLU�VLQ��
E� 7KH\�KDYH�QRW�SURSHUO\�XQGHUVWRRG�WKH�WUXWK�RI�VDOYDWLRQ�E\�JUDFH��
F� 7KH\�DUH�QRW�WUXO\�WUXVWLQJ�*RG·V�:RUG��
G� 7KH\�KDYH�QRW�\HW�FRQIHVVHG�&KULVW�DV�/RUG��
H� 7KH\�KDYH�QRW�\HW�OHDUQHG�WR�SUD\�DQG�FRPPXQH�ZLWK�*RG��

�
�� 0DNH�6XUH�7KH\�+DYH�$�%LEOH�

$ SHUVRQDO� FRS\� RI� WKH� %LEOH� LV� D� JUHDW� KHOS� WR� D� QHZ� EHOLHYHU�� 3DUWLFXODUO\� KHOSIXO� LV� D�FRQWHPSRUDU\�YHUVLRQ� LQ� ODQJXDJH� WKH\�FDQ� UHDGLO\�XQGHUVWDQG��(QFRXUDJH� WKHP�WR� UHDG� LW�HYHU\� GD\�� 7HOO� WKHP� ZKHUH� WR� EHJLQ�� H�J�� WKH� *RVSHO� RI� -RKQ�� ([SODLQ� WR� WKHP� DERXW�
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´IHHGLQJ� RQ� WKH�:RUGµ� UDWKHU� WKDQ�PHUHO\� UHDGLQJ� LW�� 6KRZ� WKHP� KRZ� WR� JHW� VRPHWKLQJ�IURP�WKH�:RUG�HDFK�GD\�XSRQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�FDQ�IHHG�WKHLU�VRXO��
 �� ,QWURGXFH�7KHP�7R�:DWHU�%DSWLVP�$QG�+RO\�6SLULW�%DSWLVP�

1HZ�FRQYHUWV�DUH�XVXDOO\�NHHQ�WR�UHFHLYH�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�*RG�KDV�IRU�WKHP��,W� LV�WKH�EHVW�WLPH�IRU�JURZWK��ZKHQ�WKH\�DUH�\RXQJ��HDJHU��H[FLWHG��DERXW�WKHLU�QHZ�IRXQG�IDLWK��(QFRXUDJH�WKHP�WR�UHDFK�RXW�IRU�DOO�WKDW�*RG�KDV�LQ�VWRUH�IRU�WKHP��
 �� %H�$�7UXH�&KULVWLDQ�)ULHQG�7R�7KHP�

7KH�+RO\� 6SLULW� LV� FDOOHG� WKH� ´SDUDFOHWH�µ� WKH� RQH�ZKR� FRPHV� DORQJVLGH� WR� DVVLVW� XV��:H�VKRXOG�EH�D�SDUDFOHWH�WR�WKH�QHZ�EHOLHYHU�ZKRP�*RG�KDV�WUXVWHG�WR�RXU�FDUH��:H�VKRXOG�EH�D WUXH� IULHQG� WR� WKHP��FRPLQJ�DORQJVLGH� WKHP�WR�KHOS��JXLGH��HQFRXUDJH�DQG�H[KRUW� WKHP��-HVXV�+LPVHOI�ZLOO�EH�D�IULHQG�WR�WKHP�EXW�WKH\�DOVR�QHHG�IHOORZ�EHOLHYHUV�WR�H[WHQG�&KULVW·V�IULHQGVKLS� WR� WKHP�� <RX� VKRXOG� DLP� WR� EH� D� ´PHQWRUµ� WR� WKHP�� $� SHUVRQ·V� PHQWRU� LV�VRPHRQH�� XVXDOO\� PRUH� H[SHULHQFHG� WKHQ� WKHPVHOYHV�� ZKR� WDNHV� WKHP� XQGHU� WKHLU� ZLQJ��RIIHULQJ�JRRG�DGYLFH�DQG�FRXQVHO�DQG�XVXDOO\�DFWLQJ�DV�D�UROH�PRGHO�IRU�WKHP��6RPHRQH�RQ�ZKRP�WR�SDWWHUQ�WKHLU�OLIH��
 �� (QFRXUDJH�7KHP�7R�6HUYH�*RG�,Q�6RPH�&DSDFLW\�

7KH�VSLULWXDO�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�D�SHUVRQ�LV�XVXDOO\�JUHDWO\�HQKDQFHG�ZKHQ�WKH\�EHJLQ�WR�VHUYH�*RG� LQ� VRPH� FDSDFLW\�� 1RUPDOO\� WKH� ILUVW� UROH� RI� VHUYLFH� LV� WKDW� RI� D� ZLWQHVV� WR� RWKHUV��HQGHDYRXULQJ�WR�EULQJ� WKHP�WR�&KULVW�DOVR��6XFFHVV� LQ� WKLV�UROH�IUHTXHQWO\� OHDGV� WR�IXUWKHU�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�VHUYH�*RG��*RG�EHJLQV�WR�RSHQ�GRRUV�RI�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�SUR�DFWLYH�LQ�WKHLU�GHVLUH�WR�VHUYH�+LP��
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&KDSWHU�1LQH�
,QVWLJDWLQJ�&KDQJHV�

� 7HDFKLQJ�7KDW�'RHV�1RW��3URGXFH�&KDQJHV�+DV�)DLOHG�,Q�,WV�3XUSRVH��
 
It should be obvious to any unbiased mind, that if a certain project is not producing 
effectively, growing considerably, and fully attaining its stated purpose, 
SOMETHING NEEDS TO BE CHANGED! 
 
If a car engine is not running smoothly, accelerating adequately, and pulling strongly. 
If is obviously using too much oil and too much fuel, it should be examined, a 
diagnosis made, and some changes effected immediately. 
 
It does not make sense to keep driving a car in which the motor is obviously sick. If 
the symptoms indicate that all is not well, instigate an examination. Get the motor 
checked by a qualified mechanic. Have him diagnose the problem and predict the 
solution. 
�

The solution may be inconvenient. It may be costly. You may resent having to do it, 
but the hard fact it that it needs to be done. No one will benefit from a refusal or 
unwillingness to take the necessary action. 
�

The same procedure is often required in a corporate company, a marketing agency, or 
a church organisation. If the situation is not obviously healthy with signs of effective 
growth and achievement, we need to ask ourselves Why? Here is a strategy that will 
help us to find some answers. 
�

C onferring 

H onestly 

A bout 

N ew 

G rowth 

E xpansion 

S trategies. 

�� &RQIHUULQJ�
,Q� PDQ\� FLUFXPVWDQFHV� LW� UHTXLUHV� VRPH� FRQVXOWDWLRQ� WR� HYHQWXDOO\� LQGXFH� WKH� QHFHVVDU\�DFWLRQ��:H�QHHG� WR�FRXQVHO�ZLWK�VRPHRQH��H[DPLQH� WKH�SUREOHPV�ZLWK� WKHP�� WDON� LW�RYHU��GLVFXVV�WKH�RSWLRQV�DQG�PDNH�WKH�KDUG�GHFLVLRQV��

� 6RPHWLPHV�ZH�DUH�SHUVRQDOO\�EOLQG�WR�WKH�UHDOLW\��:H�QHHG�WR�DVN�IRU�RWKHU�RSLQLRQV��%ULQJ�LQ� WKH� H[SHUWV��([DPLQH� WKH� VLWXDWLRQ� WRJHWKHU�� RSHQO\� DQG�ZLWK� D� GHWHUPLQHG�SXUSRVH� WR�UHFWLI\�WKH�SUREOHPV��
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�� +RQHVWO\�
8QIRUWXQDWHO\� PDQ\� FKXUFKHV� DUH� XQZLOOLQJ� WR� IDFH� UHDOLW\�� 7KH\� UHIXVH� WR� H[DPLQH� WKHLU�VLWXDWLRQ�KRQHVWO\�DQG�UHDOLVWLFDOO\��7KH\�IUHTXHQWO\�H[FXVH�WKHLU�VWHULOLW\�ZLWK�UHOLJLRXV�FOLFKpV�DQG�SHUFHSWLRQV��

� $ V\PSDWKHWLF�RXWVLGH�RSLQLRQ�FDQ�IUHTXHQWO\�VKHG�IUHVK�OLJKW�RQ�WKH�LVVXHV��6RPHWLPHV�ZH�DUH� VWDQGLQJ� WRR� FORVH� WR� VHH� WKH� ZKROH� JDPH�� :H� DUH� WRR� HPRWLRQDOO\� LQYROYHG� LQ� WKH�VXEMHFWLYH�HOHPHQWV�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�QR�ORQJHU�EH�REMHFWLYH�DQG�UHDOLVWLF��
� $QRWKHU�PLQG��DQRWKHU�H\H�� DQRWKHU�YRLFH��FDQ�ZLGHQ�RXU�SHUVSHFWLYHV�DQG�KHOS�XV� WR�VHH�WKLQJV� DV� WKH\� UHDOO\� DUH�� 8QWLO� ZH� DUH� ZLOOLQJ� WR� JHW� KRQHVW� DERXW� RXU� VLWXDWLRQ� ZH� ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�PDNH�H[FXVHV��2QFH�ZH�DUH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�IDFH�XS�WR�UHDOLW\�KRQHVWO\��ZH�DUH�KDOI�ZD\�WR�WKH�VROXWLRQ����� 1HZ�,GHDV�

0DQ\�FKXUFK�SHRSOH�DUH�VXE�FRQVFLRXVO\�RSSRVHG�WR�DQ\WKLQJ�QHZ��7KH\�WHQG�WR�VK\�DZD\�IURP�DQ\WKLQJ�WKDW�LV�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO��1HZ�LGHDV�DQG�FRQFHSWV�DUH�DQDWKHPD��
� ,I�EXVLQHVV�FRUSRUDWLRQV�DGRSWHG�WKH�VDPH�PHQWDOLW\��WKH\�ZRXOG�VRRQ�JR�EDQNUXSW��:H�OLYH�LQ� D� FKDQJLQJ� ZRUOG� DQG� ZH� QHHG� QHZ� LGHDV� DQG� FRQFHSWV� WR� NHHS� DEUHDVW� RI� LW�� 2XU�SXUSRVHV� UHPDLQ� WKH� VDPH�� 2XU� PHWKRGV� RI� DFKLHYLQJ� WKHP� PXVW� NHHS� SDFH� ZLWK�FRQWHPSRUDU\�UHDOLWLHV��
� ,I�WKH�ROG�FRQFHSWV�DUH�QRW�SURGXFLQJ�DV�WKH\�VKRXOG��VRPHWKLQJ�QHHGV�WR�FKDQJH��:H�QHHG�VRPH� IUHVK� LQVSLUDWLRQ�� 6RPH� QHZ� FUHDWLYH� LGHDV�� *RG� KDV� QRW� EHHQ� RYHUWDNHQ� DQG�VXSHUVHGHG�E\�RXU�WHFKQRORJLFDO�DJH��+H�LV�ZD\�DKHDG�RI�HYHQ�WRPRUURZ·V�LQWHOOLJHQFH����� 3URSKHWLF�6WUDWHJLF�3HUFHSWLRQ�

6WUDWHJLVWV�DUH�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�VNLOOHG�LQ�SURSKHWLF�SODQQLQJ��6WUDWHJLVLQJ�LV�WKH�EHVW�ZD\�WR�JDLQ�D�YLFWRU\�DQG�DFKLHYH�VXFFHVV��,W�LV�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�GLVFHUQ�SUHVHQW�DQG�IXWXUH�WUHQGV�DQG�WR�SODQ�DFFRUGLQJO\��
� ,I�RXU�FRPSDQ\�RU�FKXUFK�LV�JRLQJ�WR�JURZ��ZH�QHHG�WR�SURSKHWLFDOO\�DQWLFLSDWH�WKH�IXWXUH�DQG�PDNH�RXU�SODQV�DQG�JRDOV�DFFRUGLQJO\����� *URZWK�$QG�([SDQVLRQ�

7KH�LPPHGLDWH�IXWXUH�LV�ERWK�FKDOOHQJLQJ�DQG�H[FLWLQJ��0DQ\�DPD]LQJ�FKDQJHV�ZLOO�WUDQVSLUH��EXW�WKHUH�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�PRUH�SUREOHPV�WKDQ�HYHU��(QWHUSULVHV�WKDW�DUH�DEOH�WR�PRYH�ZLWK�WKH�IORZ��ZLOO�H[SHULHQFH�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�VXFFHVV��EXW�PDQ\�RUJDQLVDWLRQV�ZLOO�JR�XQGHU�EHFDXVH�WKH\�FRXOG�QHLWKHU�GLVFHUQ��QRU�PRYH�ZLWK�WKH�WLPHV��
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A TIMELY WORD  -CHANGE!
The main, underlying purpose of this Teaching is to encourage and effect needed 
change in local churches. Namely to change the way in which many things are 
done. To discard the methods that have proven ineffective and to wholly 
embrace new methods that actually work and produce lasting results. To lift our 
vision from ourselves to others.  To see the world as God sees it and respond to it 
as He would do.  In order to do this, most church programs need to be radically 
altered.  This manual will reveal some of the ways in which this can be done.  
The introvert attitude of most churches needs to be urgently replace. 
 
A frightening truth for many churches is: 

If nothing changes, 
EVERYTHING WILL 
REMAIN THE SAME. 

How many churches can afford for that to happen?  The only alternative is 
CHANGE! 

Change is the law of life. Those who look only to the 
past or present are certain to miss the future. Change 

means movement and Movement means friction. 
True miracles occur when men use  

the intelligence, vision, courage and faith that 
God has given them. 

 


